	A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CHILDMINDER DELIVERING THE

 EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE
7.20am My day starts early.  My first child arrives and I welcome James and his

Mother.  She is in a hurry this morning so James comes in alone and he heads

straight for the Lego set out on the table. I ask his Mother if there is

anything I need to know and I record James’ arrival in my attendance register.

James is happy to play and I chat to him about what he had for breakfast and

whether he slept well.

8.25  Jessica arrives with her Grandad. Jessica can never wait to get started

and is in through the door very quickly!  I invite her Grandad in and check with

him that there is nothing that I need to know, although Jessica’s Mother and I

have a book via which we communicate, as well as a daily diary that lets her

know exactly what Jessica has been up to.  Jessica’s time of arrival is recorded

and we both say goodbye to her Grandad.

8.30  We leave to take my children and James to the local school and pre-school.

We walk to school and chat about what we can see on our way. Jessica is very

into butterflies at the moment and we see how many we can spot.

9.00 The bell goes and the children go into school. I take my younger son into

pre-school and Jessica comes with me to settle him in.

9.05  We leave pre-school and walk to our local Sure Start Children’s Centre

where we visit a childminding Professional Support Session once each week.  We

walk with a fellow childminder and her minded children, and stop and look at the

flowers.  We always remind the children about road safety and get them to help

us when crossing the road. 

9.25  We arrive at the children's centre and we decide that today’s craft will

be to paint half a butterfly and fold the paper to make a complete picture. Whilst Jessica is doing this I am conducting a written observation in the form of a time line.  This is useful for me when I am planning Jessica’s next stage of development.  The painting activity builds on Jessica’s current interests and extends her learning.  Jessica embraces this and I take photos to put into her learning journey book, which goes home once a month for her Mother to see.  We have a lovely morning and Jessica plays inside and out with the other children.  I have the opportunity to chat with my Network Co-ordinator about any issues that I may have with the children or my childminding business. She comes to this group often and I am able to contact her at any time by telephone to discuss anything I need to.  

11.10  We leave the Children's Centre in time to collect my son from pre-school.

Jessica leaves with a fabulous picture to show her Mother later.

11.30  My son runs out of pre-school and Jessica is very proud to show him her

painting.

11.45  We arrive home after a great walk with both children communicating all

the way. Jessica is beginning to talk and my son loves to teach her new words.

It’s nearly time for lunch and so the children play independently while I make

their lunch.  Today it is pasta with a chicken and vegetable sauce; the children

have strawberries for pudding and water to drink.

12.00  Lunch is served and after the children have washed their hands with a

little help, we all sit at the table together.  We treat this as a social time

and Jessica does her best to feed herself!

12.45  By now Jessica is always ready for a sleep and settles with no problem.

My son and I spend some time chatting about pre-school and how he got on today.

We talk about who helped him with his model. He settles down for some quiet

time, while I fill out Jessica’s daily diary. I let her Mother know what we have

been up to and it gives me time to reflect on what I have observed and what we

should be doing next.  I make a note to look out for books about mini beasts to

share with Jessica and also to try to locate the Elefun game for us to play together.

3.00  We leave to collect the older children from school and with the little

ones refreshed from their relaxing afternoon they are ready for a trip to the park.

4.00  We are all on our way home now and we chat about our days and what

have been the best bits.  We always do this and the children love it.  Jessica

has just enough time for her to show the older ones her picture.

4.30  Jessica is collected and her Mother is thrilled with her picture.

5.00  We sit down for tea and James explains his Lego model to me, as does

Alexander. James' Mother arrives a little early and it gives us a chance to chat

and for her to see his model.

5.20  My childminding day is over, apart from making my plans for tomorrow and I have a training session this evening which I am looking forward to concerning the way in which the Early Years Foundation Stage is recorded for each child.  I hope to pick up some good ideas from the Tutor and other people attending.


	

	

	


	

	


