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	Unit 1: musical understanding
	How to use this document

Look down the list of topics in the left-hand column.

· Mark with S any issues which address whole-school targets

· Mark with D any issues which address departmental targets

· Mark with P any issues which address personal targets

If you have more than three marks for any category, remove those that are currently the least important.

You now have a ready-made programme of sections to explore: just find the relevant sections by going to the unit’s home page and following the links

Any indented topics can be found by going to the section immediately above it, and following the links to the ‘more’ section or the ‘Activity Resource’

Some cross-curricular themes are already indicated – any issue with a symbol following it will address one of these themes. The explanation of symbols for the themes is:
+
understanding

>
styles, genres, trads.

^
learning objectives

*
learning outcomes

<
learning sequences or 
lesson structures

-
teaching strategies

~
talk or group work
#
thinking skills


	Defining musical understanding, including a model of learning for KS3 music +
	

	
Progression in musical understanding
	

	Learning about contexts for music
	

	Learning about musical conventions
	

	Learning about musical elements and developing practical skills
	

	
Defining learning outcomes *
	

	Sequencing the learning <
	

	Learning through styles, genres and traditions >
	

	Working with abstract musical ideas
	

	Unit 2: musical engagement
	

	Principles for designing effective lessons
	

	Clarity of learning objectives in music lessons ^ 
	

	
Sharing learning objectives with pupils
	

	
Learning outcomes *
	

	How to sequence the planned learning across a lesson <
	

	Teaching strategies to support musical learning: chunking, strategic use of plenary etc -
	

	Lesson design for different points within a unit of work
	

	Unit 3: creative teaching and learning
	

	Teaching creatively for pupils’ imagination 
	

	
Freedoms and constraints
	

	Inventive teaching strategies - 
	

	
Types of musical challenges: setting a clear purpose for pupils’ work ^
	

	Planning for a range of creative work 
	

	
Establishing criteria for success *
	

	Building successfully on unexpected learning opportunities
	

	Using group work and group talk strategies to promote creativity ~ 
	

	
Thinking together – exploratory talk ~ #
	

	Using thinking skills to improve creativity #
	

	Unit 4: modelling
	

	Thinking aloud - the key modelling process
	

	Using questions to help model key ideas
	

	Modelling to support different learning styles
	

	Modelling the use of talk for pupils ~
	

	Modelling to develop confidence
	

	Using specialist musicians to model specific ideas
	

	Using a portfolio of pupils’ work to model expectations
	

	Unit 5: challenge 
	

	The principles of challenge  
	

	Quality of musical understanding +
	

	Breadth of musical understanding >
	

	Depth of musical understanding
	

	Musical language and vocabulary ~
	

	
Using language to support thinking about music: reviewing and evaluating skills #
	

	Building on pupils’ prior musical experiences
	

	Challenging the most able and gifted musicians
	

	Developing pupil’s independence
	

	
Using sequences of questions to generate talk ~
	

	Unit 6: feedback
	

	The principles of assessment for learning (AfL) ^ *
	

	Features of effective feedback in music^ *
	

	Strategies to develop feedback in music ~
	

	Different types of feedback: oral, aural and written -
	

	The range of people who can provide feedback
	

	Teaching assistants, visiting teachers, technicians and visiting artists
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