Statutory assessment procedures
Guidelines for schools and others -

Appendix F: recording a child’s views 

Where possible, children should be given the opportunity and encouragement to contribute to their assessment of need.

The views, perceptions and wishes of the child are as important as those of other contributors. This right for the child to be heard has been reinforced in the Children’s Act 1989 and 2004, the Every Child Matters document (including the five outcomes of ‘being healthy’, ‘stay safe’, ‘enjoying and achieving’, ‘making a positive contribution’ and ‘economic well-being’), the UN Convention on the rights of the child, the Human Rights Act 1998, the revised SEN Code of Practice, the Government’s Strategy for SEN – ‘Removing Barriers to Achievement’, and the Government’s Five Year Strategy for Children and Learners.

Most children will need some assistance in completing the form, and it is necessary to decide who is best able to offer this help. A number of people could be well placed, eg classteacher, education welfare officer, educational psychologist, social worker, a close friend etc. Some children might need to make their contribution orally and have it recorded for them. If this is the case, please indicate on the form.

The form should not be completed without the parents’ or carers’ knowledge, and they should be given a copy of the completed form. Please could you make sure that the parents’ permission is given before the interview takes place.

This form is a guide and it might be appropriate to vary the headings according to the age of the child. Some children might have difficulties with speech and language. Under these circumstances you may wish to describe your impressions of what the child might tell us, if they could. If you do this, please make it clear that you are outlining your impressions. It will be especially important to discuss your record of these impressions with the child’s parents or carers.

Children’s Services Department 
This form can be downloaded at: www3.hants.gov.uk/sen-parentpublications.htm
Please complete in black ink
Child’s details
	Surname/family name:
	
	DoB:
	

	First names:
	

	Present School:
	


This is a chance for you to say what you feel about your schooling, things you do well, help that you want and future plans. On this form you can tell your teachers, parents and others about your feelings and ideas.

Please remember that there are no right or wrong answers. You can have help to answer the questions if you wish.

1
How do you think you are getting on in your present school?
	


2
What do you enjoy most at school?
	


3
What do you do well in at school?

	


4
What do you find hardest in school?  Why do you find this difficult?

	


5
Where do you feel you are making most progress? What helps you do well here?

	


6
How do you get on with adults in school, and at home?

	


7
How do you get on with other children at school, and at home?
	


8
What would help you to do even better in school?

	


9
What do you enjoy doing after school and at the weekends?

	


10
What would you most like to achieve in the next year or two?

	


11
Do you have anything else to add?

	


	Name of Child:
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Please tick whichever declaration is appropriate

1
has been able to record his/her own views
2
has been able to describe his/her views orally which I have written down

3
has been unable to record his/her views or describe them orally. This form represents my impression of what he/she would say if they were able to do so.

	Signature of child:
	

	Signature of helper:
	

	Date of completion:
	


Discussed with/copy sent to parents/carers

	Date discussed:
	

	Date sent:
	


Please return the completed form to:

Principal Special Needs Officer

SEN Service, Children’s Services Department

Elizabeth II Court East


The Castle

Winchester SO23 8UG
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