
Teachers’ Notes - Banana Game

Divide the children into four groups. Each group has different resources as shown below

· Fat Cats (multi-national corporate) – yellow banana-printed paper, scissors

· Workers (for multi-national fat cats) – plain white paper, cardboard bananas to draw round, crayons, scissors

· Small farmers – white banana- printed paper, crayons, scissors

· Fairtrade farmers – white banana- printed paper, crayons, scissors

Hand out the different resources in plastic wallets – tell them they cannot start until you tell them.

Tell them they have 10 minutes to produce bananas and that you will give 10p per banana. The bananas have to be perfect – imperfect ones will be rejected.

After 5 minutes hand out the chance cards. Make sure you remove any unfinished and finished bananas from the small farmers.

At the end total up the bananas produced and say how much each group has earned. Ask each group to talk about how they feel and about how they felt when they were dealt the chance card. Explain that where bananas are grown it is not uncommon for a hurricane to wipe out a small plantation but that Fairtrade farmers are guaranteed a price even if the crop fails.
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