

Example situations
	1 You are at secondary school and your parents have said that you are not allowed pocket money. You have decided to work for the local newsagent delivering papers in the morning and evening. After working for two weeks you go to get paid but the store owner says: 

“I wanted to pay you £22.50 for those weeks but four 
people have complained that they didn’t receive their 
papers. For that I’ll take off 40p per paper and £1 per 
mistake.”


How much would your pay be altogether? 

Are your rights (Article 36) being denied? If so, why?             
If not, why not?

	2 You live with only your father who is very sick. He has had to give up work and asks you to go and work in the local mine to help provide food for you both. The mine owner says:


“I will give you work, £8.50 per day. I will also give you food and drink each lunchtime.”


If you worked for six days a week, what would your pay be altogether? 

Are your rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) being denied?
If so, why? If not, why not?

	3 Mum and Dad ask you to look after your baby brother each day for one and a half hours after school so that they can do some extra work. At the end of the seven-day week they say that they will give you £3.40 per hour.

How much would your pay be altogether?

Are any of your rights being denied? If so, why?
If not, why not?


























Time:





RRR lesson plan





Age range:


Year 4





Suggested activities:


Introduction


Mental subtraction questions that gradually get to the total of zero.


Discuss the concept of money: What is money and how is it used? What are you prevented from doing if you have no money? What problems would exist? What would you do? 


Ask children to imagine that they have to work to try and earn money for themselves and their family. What would be the implications of this?  


Introduce Article 36.


Discuss with your partner (or group): Why you think we are doing this? �(See Whystorm activity sheet on website.)


Main teaching activity


Produce three differentiated situation cards. The aim is for the situation to act as a stimulus for debate about whether the pupils feel that they are being exploited or not. The challenge is for the groups to work out the answers using their mathematic skills, and then decide on the issue of exploitation.


See example situations on the next page.


As an extension, groups could try to create their own situation cards based on school life.


Plenary


The Cambridge dictionary online defines exploitation (unfair) as:


“exploit (USE UNFAIRLY) verb [T] – to use someone or something unfairly for your own advantage.”


As with many of these lessons, there is considerable blurring rather than clear-cut boundaries in relation to context, and a useful plenary would be to try to agree a collective definition and compare it to ones featured in dictionaries. The key issue with this Article is the right to protection from exploitation, and the guided outcome of the discussion should reflect this. In situations 1, 2 and 3 (see the next page), who was protecting these children?














Related UNCRC Articles:


Article 36





Resources and preparation:


Prepared situation cards.








Aims:


To use decimal notation for tenths and hundredths and partition decimals; relate the notation to money and measurement. �(Primary Numeracy Framework, Year 4)





Topic:  Numeracy – Calculating/using and applying – addition and subtraction involving money
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