
Time:


45 minutes





Age range:


Year 2/KS2





Suggested activities:


Without mentioning autism or any associated concepts, explain that you are going to share a story called Ian’s walk: a story about autism, but first there is a picture from the story to look at. Display or hand out the illustration of Julie standing impatiently with hands on hips and Ian with his hand to his mouth.�In groups, give pupils a few minutes to conjecture on what might be happening here. Discuss feedback. (Some may well venture the notion of a younger brother being annoying.) Now let’s see what is actually happening in this story … .


It would be preferable perhaps to follow the story without the word autism with its puzzles and complexities to begin with, not least so that pupils can see Julie on one level as a fairly typical big sister with responsibilities she does not always welcome, and for listeners to be able to reflect on their raw responses to Ian’s behaviour. For these reasons, omit reading the words, “ … though, because he has autism” from the first page.


After reading the first page, ask pupils whether they have times when they would rather not have to take someone along because they know they will have to look after them. Have they been the one who has wanted to accompany a bigger sister or brother, say?


Share the story as far as, “ … Ian flaps his hands and pays no attention”.�How close were some of the speculations on the first illustration?�Ask the group to think of words to describe Julie’s behaviour (annoyed, embarrassed, impatient?) and Ian’s behaviour, so far (strange, disobedient, playful?). Scribe these for all to see.


Now read the next page where it is realised Ian has gone missing. What does it feel like when something or, more important, someone you care for has gone missing? What options does Julie have now?


Read the story to the end. What are some of the pupils’ initial reactions to the story?�What words describe Julie’s behaviour now (eg: patient, cheerful, relieved)? How about Ian?�(The fact is his behaviour changes little – enigmatic smile apart. It is how others react to him that varies.)


Ask pupils to imagine that in the search for Ian, a policewoman becomes involved. Teacher or pupils in role conduct an interview beginning, “So we’re looking for a small boy called Ian, in a blue jumper – what more can you tell me? How will we know it is him?”. Get the pupils to list the characteristics of Ian’s behaviour in response to the policewoman.


Explain that Ian has a condition called autism. It is not a disease or illness. We can find out more about Ian’s condition. What would pupils like to know? Does anyone know anything about it already?�Scribe any queries or comments for use in the next lesson.


Further ideas


Have pupils or teacher been treated impatiently – such that they feel like a nuisance or embarrassment? Role play a scenario contrasting such handling with Julie’s patient second-half performance. How does it feel to be on the receiving end of kinder, more understanding treatment? Is it possible that Ian feels that way too?


Is the author’s flip-flop metaphor an effective way to convey shock? There are other expressions in common use such as, my heart leapt, my head was swimming, my legs turned to jelly – ask pupils to convey shock and relief through metaphors of this kind.





Related UNCRC Articles:


1, 2, 3, 4, 23 and 31





Resources and preparation:


Ian’s walk: a story about autism, by Laurie Lears and illustrated by Karen Ritz (Albert Whitman & Company, ISBN: 978-0807534816, 2003).


Photocopies or enlarged/scanned versions of key illustrations if appropriate (see suggested activities below).


Judge whether the lesson as described here would impinge negatively upon any of your pupils and how to mitigate.


Decide whether to revise American-English terms.





Aims:


To encourage an initial consideration of the nature of autism.


To consider some possible implications for siblings and carers.





Topic:  Considering autism and Asperger’s Syndrome using Ian’s walk
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