[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]{ %\%&/
I

g%



[image: image10.jpg]



Considering stammering – art by children who stammer
The following images are taken from: www.stutteringtherapy.org/gallery.html . 
      Helplessness

           Tension

          Stranglehold

           Silence

                     Isolation

         Despair (ClipArt image)

When fluent speech comes along …

There is also a larger gallery in the Children’s Art Gallery of Stuttering section at: www.mnsu.edu/comdis/kuster/media/art.html , from which the following is taken.


Time:


45 minutes





Age range:


KS2





Suggested activities:


Ask pupils what they understand by the term stammer (or stutter). Do they know anyone who stammers? Scribe/discuss some of their answers.


Ask them how they feel when it is time for reading aloud in turns. Do any of them look nervously along the line? What does it feel like to be chosen suddenly? What goes through your mind? Allow time for thinking and neighbourly discussion. Explain that you have a story about a boy called Ben who knows only too well how that feels – and more!


Read the story through. Ask for any first responses to the narrative. It is important to distinguish between the kind, caring Ben and the problems that may be caused by how he expresses himself. Under two headings, ask the pupils to think of words to describe Ben in the story.





Now refer back to the final page: “Ben grinned and decided he just might be brave enough to tell everyone at school about his new dog, Spike”.�How is Ben feeling on the morning before he is going to tell his class about his new dog? What might his dad be thinking? How does Ben hope the class will behave while he is speaking?�Give the pupils five minutes in groups to think of some of the things a listener could do to help make Ben’s talk successful. How do their responses compare with the following guidelines?


Guidance for good listeners


Concentrate on what the person is saying, not the way they are saying it.


Keep eye contact with the speaker so he/she knows you are with them.


Stay relaxed as they speak, do not get all het up or impatient.


Do not finish off sentences for them – wait till they have finished by themselves.


Do not tell them to slow down or take a breath or anything like that – you won’t know what you’re talking about!


Model conversations where these guidelines are broken. Ask pupils to have a go in pairs or small groups at describing a favourite pet or toy while eyes wander elsewhere; you are told to “get on with it!”; you get patronising advice, or words put in your mouth. No-one has to stammer – just remind each other how it feels.


Would Ben want to come here to tell his tale?�To round off, ask one or more pupils to give their retelling of the story in front of the class. Ask the class to grade themselves as listeners according to the guidelines!


Further ideas and resources


There is some very useful visual material on websites in the USA which support people who stammer. This can enrich a lesson such as this by giving first-hand testimony of the problems, strategies for amelioration and how others’ behaviour can help.


The National Stuttering Association website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nsastutter.org" ��www.nsastutter.org� streams footage of teens and young adults talking about their disorder – there is some affecting stuff to select, after perhaps a rather twee start.


The Stuttering: For Kids, By Kids (� HYPERLINK "http://www.stutteringhelp.org/default.aspx?tabindex=486&tabid=496" ��http://www.stutteringhelp.org/default.aspx?tabindex=486&tabid=496�) section of the Stuttering Foundation website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.stutteringhelp.org" ��www.stutteringhelp.org� features junior-age children telling us how it is and how it could be.


Samples from websites of artwork by children who stammer can be found on the following page.





Related UNCRC Articles:


1, 2, 3, 4, 23, 29 and 31





Resources and preparation:


Ben has something to say: a story about stuttering by Laurie Lears (Albert Whitman & Company,              ISBN: 978-0807506332, 2000).


Enlarge/scanned illustrations from the book (optional).


Read the introduction beforehand.�If you have a pupil who stammers or you can have a visitor who does, they will of course be the lead experts in this work.


Decide whether to revise American-English terms.





Aims:


To encourage an initial consideration of stammering (stuttering) and its likely impacts on children who stammer.


To consider how people who do not stammer might respond to people who do.





Topic:  Considering stammering using Ben has something to say





RRR lesson plan





Ben the person





Ben the person who stammers
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“My stuttering has helped me view many things in many different perspectives. It has gifted me to deal with different things – to look at other people and be accepting of them. I don't see it as a fault. I see it as a gift.”�Ryan, age 14
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