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The Constitution – Introduction and Summary Overview 
 
Members of the County Council  
 
 Composition and Eligibility 
 Conduct of Councillors 
 Election and term of office of Councillors 
 Roles and functions of Councillors 
  
Members of the public  
  
 Complaints 
 Information 
 Participation and consultation 
 Petition to Land referendum 
 Responsibilities 
 Rights 
 
 
Role of the County Council 
(and see also Decision Making)    
 
 Functions reserved to the County Council 
 
Chairing of the County Council 
(and see also Standing Order 6, appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman)  
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Officers 
(and see also Delegations to Chief Officers) 
 
 Appointments of Officers 
 Management Arrangements 
 Functions of the Chief Finance Officer 
 Functions of the Head of Paid Service 
 Functions of the Monitoring Officer 
 Functions of the Scrutiny Officer 
 
Area Based Committees and Panels of the County Council 

 
Audit Committee 
 
Leader and Cabinet Executive 
(and see Executive Functions and Executive Procedures) 
  
 Absence of Leader and Deputy Leader 
 Deputy Leader – appointment and term of office 
 Executive arrangements; 
 Form and Composition 
 Leader – election and term of office   
 Other Members of the Executive (Cabinet) - appointment 
 Proceedings of the Executive 
 Role of the Executive 
 Responsibility for functions of the Executive 
 Terms of office for other Executive Members  

  
 
Regulatory Functions 
(and see also Responsibility for non-Executive Functions delegated to Committees 
and allocation of Local Choice Functions) 
 
 Regulatory Functions of the County Council 
 Appointment and Delegation of Regulatory Functions to 
 Committees 
 Delegation of Regulatory Function to officers 
  
Standards Committee 
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Legal, Finance and Contract Matters 
(and see Financial Regulations and Contract Standing Orders) 
 
 Legal proceedings 
  
 Signing and executing documents 
 
 Common Seal of the County Council 
 
 
Financial Regulations 
  
Contract Standing Orders 
 
Review and Revision of the Constitution; 
 
Interpretation of the Constitution 
  
 Suspension of the Constitution; 
 
 Matters of interpretation of the Constitution; 
 
 Publication of the Constitution; 

 
Responsibility for Non-Executive Functions 
 
Delegated to Committees 
(and see Regulatory Functions) 
   
Responsibility for Local Choice Functions; 
(and see Regulatory Functions) 

  
Allocation of Functions of the County Council 
 
 Hierachy of decision making 
 
  County Council 
  Committee of the County Council 
  The Executive 
  Individual members of the Executive Officers 
  Select (overview and Scrutiny Committee) 
  Discharge of functions by other local authorities
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Delegations to Chief Officers 
(and see Regulatory Functions – Delegation of Regulatory Functions to Officers) 
 
Executive Functions 
(and see Leader and Cabinet Executive and Executive Procedures) 
 
 Responsibility for Executive Functions 
 
Standing Orders 
(and see Executive Procedures for those Standing Orders which apply to meetings of 
the Executive) 
 
 Adherence to Constitution and Code of Conduct 
 Appointment of Leader 
 Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen  
 Copy of Standing Orders to Member 
 Deputations 
 Extraordinary Meetings 
 Interpretation 
 Meetings of the County Council 
 Order of Business 
 Presentation of Reports of the Leader, Executive Members and Committees 
  Part I items 
  Part II items 
 Quorum 
 Recordings, etc of proceedings 
 Special Meetings 
 Summons and Agenda papers 
 Variation of Order of business 
 
 
 Presentation of Draft Plans and Strategies by Executive  
 
 Process by which the Budget shall be developed: 
 
 Presentation of Reports of Chief Executive, County Treasurer 

and Monitoring Officer 
 
 Questions by Members 
 
  General Questions 
  Questions concerning the Hampshire Fire and Rescue Authority 
  Questions concerning the Hampshire Police Authority 

Questions on Reports 
  Questions relating to Employees 
  Second Questions 
  Supplementary Questions 
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 Rules of debate – Part I items 
 
 Notices of Motion 

  
 Rules of debate – Motions 

 
 Proposals which may be moved without notice 

 
 Relevance and length of speeches 
 
 Voting 
 
 Rescission of previous resolution 
 
 Appointments to Committees 
 
  Appointments to Committees of the County Council 
  Appointments to Joint Committees 
  Review of Appointments to Committees at Annual Meeting 
  
 Membership of Committees 
 

  Joint Committee for appointment of Members to Hampshire 
Police Authority 

 
 Appointment of Members to Hampshire Fire and Rescue 
 Authority 
  
 Meetings of County Council Committees, etc – August recess 
  
 Approval of Committee decisions – minority order procedure 
 
 Discretion to exclude any matter which ought not to be 
 published 

 
 Confidentiality of proceedings 
 
 Inspection of documents and Minutes 
 
 Misconduct of Members 
 
 Behaviour of the public 
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 Adjourned Meetings 
 
 Signing of Minutes 
 
 Signing of Minutes – Extraordinary Meetings 
 
 Additional Committee Meetings 
 
 Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
 Application of County Council Procedure Rules to Committees 
  
 Sealing of Documents 
 
 Head of Paid Service, Chief Finance Officer, Monitoring 

Officer – disciplinary action 
 
 Appointment, Dismissal and Disciplinary action in respect of 

Senior Officers 
 
 Candidates for appointment – canvassing of and 

recommendations by Members  
 
 
Candidates for appointment – relatives of Members or Officers 
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Executive Procedures and Role of Executive 
(and see Leader and Cabinet Executive and Executive Functions) 
  
 Application of County Council Procedure Rules to Meetings of 
 the Executive 
 
 Composition and role of Cabinet 
 
 Decision Meetings of Cabinet 
 
 Executive Decision Making Statutory Requirements 
   
  Content of Forward Plan 

 Forward Plan 
  Key Decisions 

 Key Decisions and Public Meetings 
 Leaders Report to County Council on Key Decisions of Special 

Urgency 
 Special Urgency relating to Key Decisions  
 Urgent Key Decisions 
 
Minutes of the Cabinet 

 
  Powers of Cabinet 

  
Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees 
(and see scrutiny Functions and Scrutiny Procedures) 
 
 Appointment of Select (Overview and Scrutiny Committee) 
 
 Background 
 
 General role 
 
Scrutiny Functions 
(and see Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees and Scrutiny Procedures)   
  
 Annual Report 
  
 Finance 
  
 Petitions 
  
 Policy, Development and Review 
  
 Responsibility for Scrutiny Functions 
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 Scrutiny 
   
Scrutiny Procedures 
(and see Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees and Scrutiny Functions) 
 Agenda items 
 
 Attendance by others 
 
 Background 
 
 Call-in 
 
 Call-in and urgency 
 
  Chairing Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees 
 
 Children and Young People Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Co-optees 
 
 Co-ordinating role  
 
 Meetings of Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees 
 
 Members’ and Officers’ attendance at Select (Overview and Scrutiny) 

Committees or working groups 
 
 Membership of Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees 
 
 Reports from Select (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees 
 
 Work programme 

   
  
 
Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee  
(and see Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee Functions and Health (Overview 
and Scrutiny) Committee Procedures)  
  
 Appointment and role of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee  
 
 
Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee Functions 
(and see Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee and Health (overview and 
Scrutiny) Committee procedures) 
 
 Annual Report of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee
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 Delegation of Functions of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Membership of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Proceedings of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Roles and Functions of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee Procedures 
(and see Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee and Health (Overview and 
Scrutiny) Committee Functions 
 
 Agenda Items 
 
 Background 
 
 Chairing the Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Consultation 
 
 Co-optees 
 
 Meetings of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Members, Officers and NHS bodies attendance 
 
 Membership of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Other Members 
 
 Reports from Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
 
 Work Programme 
 
 
Scrutiny Procedures - Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 

 
 Background 
  
 Membership of Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
  
 Co-optees 
 
 Other Members 
 
 Meetings of the Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committees 
 
 Chairing the Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee 
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 Work programme 
 
 Agenda items 
 
 Consultation 

 
  Members, Officers and NHS bodies attendance at the Health (Overview 

and Scrutiny) Committee 
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Public Access to Information 
 
 County Council, Committee, Sub-Committee and Standing 

Panel Meetings 
 
  Access to Agenda and Reports before the Meeting 
 
  Access to Minutes and other Documents after County Council, 

 Committee, Sub-Committee and Standing Panel Meetings 
 
  Background Papers 
 
  Meetings to be open to the public 
 
  Publication of Notice of Meetings 
 
  Restriction of Public Rights of Access to Meetings and Reports  
  containing Confidential or Exempt information  
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 Executive Decision Meetings 

 
  Access to Agenda and Reports before Executive Meetings 
 
  Access to Reports and Records of decisions made at Executive  
  Meetings 
 

 Background Papers 
 

  Meetings to be open to the public  
 
  Publication of Notice of Public Meetings 
 
 
 Members Access to Information 
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Code of Conduct for Members 
 

 General provisions 
 
 Members Interests 
 
 Registration of Members’ Interests 
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Officers Code of Conduct 
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Protocol for Member/Officer Relations 
 
 
Members’ Allowance Scheme  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


