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Document 1n

	Year 
	9

	Title
	Understanding the conventions of the Eastern European Roma Music tradition

	Stage and objective of understanding


	Identify and Integrate: 

Learn how details of musical conventions can be developed to express individual ideas, while staying integrated within a given style, genre or tradition; by

Learning how to explore within a range of idiomatic musical styles, genres or traditions, integrating their own ideas into stylistically consistent outcomes

	Context

(matched to stage of understanding)
	Learning, how Eastern European Roma music is an eclectic, fusion music rooted in the folk traditions of countries along traditional ‘nomadic’ routes in which entertainment, showmanship, display and raw emotion are at the heart of the music.



	Conventions, processes and devices
(matched to stage of understanding)
	Learning how East European Roma music features:

· showmanship, virtuosity and display
· improvisatory and emotional non-metric introductions with exaggerated slides between notes which wring out the emotion of the music
· borrowing, re-working and arranging local and popular songs according to the musical resources of the musicians or bands

· the fusion of local/traditional and popular styles 
· ensembles that blend middle eastern, western traditional and western popular musical instruments
· an emotional declamatory and raw singing 
 

	Focus of practical experience
	Arranging

	Features of musical elements


	Structure: free rhythm vs metric organisation, introduction, verse & chorus (A B), instrumental and coda sections



	Development of skills
	Arranging: adapting and making an arrangement of a traditional East European song or dance for the resources of, and in a style that reflects the interests of, a particular performing group

	Expected outcome of understanding

(related to context and conventions and how it will be demonstrated in practical work)
	Pupils understand the detailed processes of the East European Roma music tradition, including the way that it borrows and fuses various ingredients into music full of bravura and emotion. They can use this understanding to arrange music for given resources and perform convincingly within the Roma style. They are also able to deliberately and successfully explore the use of free improvising, bringing some individuality to their work, and are able to work at this expectation with confidence.
(assessed as developing, secure or strong)  

	Expected outcome of knowledge and skills

(for all, some,           a few pupils)
	Element(s)

All pupils can identify the musical features that identify different sections of an Eastern European Roma song or dance 

Some pupils can identify and name the different sections of an Eastern European Roma dance or song

Few pupils understand the purpose and sequencing of different sections of an Eastern European Roma song or dance

Skill(s)
All pupils can adapt a simple Eastern European Roma song or dance melody for the resources of the group and arrange a simple accompaniment

Some pupils can arrange a simple Eastern European Roma song or dance with some structural contrast and variety and some sensitivity to the vocal and instrumental resources of the group

Few pupils can make an arrangement of a Eastern European Roma song or dance that is a) structurally varied, b) appropriate for the instrumental and vocal resources available and c) in a style that reflects the interests of the performing group




	Sequence of learning

Students will develop their:

Awareness and values by learning how Eastern European Roma music is entertaining and showy, displaying raw emotion

Knowledge by learning that Roma ensembles feature an eclectic mix of instruments from a variety of locations

Understanding by learning how Roma music arranges local and popular songs according to the musical resources of the performing group

Understanding by learning how Roma music arranges local and regional songs according to the popular taste of its audience 

Skills by learning how to accompany a Roma song or dance with drone, ostinato and oom-pah chordal accompaniments

Understanding by learning how Roma singers add character to songs with vocal embellishments

Creativity and thinking by learning how to identify when and how to incorporate improvised vocal embellishments within an arrangement of a Roma song

Understanding by learning how Roma music is characterised by showy and emotional improvised introductions to songs and dances

Knowledge by learning how Roma songs and dances are structured

Creativity and thinking by learning about the purpose of each section of a Roma song or dance

Skills and understanding by learning how to make a group arrangement of an Eastern European Roma song or dance


	Essential activities



















