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One teacher’s view about the connection between the programme and other Strategy materials
The range of references to other Strategy materials

You can see the explicit use of many of the previous strategy materials (including the Foundation subjects questioning and modelling, much of the ‘Pedagogy and practice’ publication and even drawing on material as far back as the original Language across the curriculum  folder – specifically managing group talk etc…) 

What the programme does is to wrap these up together and place them all in a musical context.

It also (again in line with the general Strategy development) has a vastly increased focus on recognising and monitoring impact

The other more implicit inclusion is that there appears not only to be a lot of reference to different styles of learning (i.e. Visual, Aural  and Kinaesthetic) but a great deal of more subtle reference to the development of emotional literacy. That is simply fantastic!
Developing transferable learning
‘Wider context’ –  there is lots and lots of work being done in schools on how to make ‘links’ between subjects (that’s been going on for years and years but the focus all too often was ‘topic led’ and actually simply served to let pupils make links between different areas of a topic – which in total may or may not have actually been the right thing for them to be studying in the first place). The focus now has at least generally shifted away from topics and towards developing in pupils the ability to make transferable links …how to develop a spine for the curriculum that focuses on transferability and not on ‘individual subjects’ while simultaneously working in ‘individual subjects’.

The interesting thing with this however is that whilst we’ve been focusing on transferable skills as a step away from topic-led learning, this actually seems to go a stage further and talks about ‘overall understanding’ in a much broader context than we usually think about. 

This programme sees the development of skills, conventions and other musical procedures as contributing towards a ‘greater understanding’. 
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The KS3 music programme and other Strategy materials:


A model of connections created by a teacher who has used them all
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