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‘Green flag’ case study

Children’s Services Department

	Title of project:
	KS4-KS5 transition 

	What were the issues?  

	This project responds to the CYPP priority to provide access for all ethnic minority late arrivals in school or 16-19 provision. It targets all bilingual young people at KS4 in two districts. Late arriving 14-19 year olds had been contacting the Nepali telephone help line, concerned at having to study English for a year at 16-19 college before being accepted for vocational or academic courses, highlighting the different emphasis (subject skills vs. language skills) between schools and colleges.  

	What did we do?  

	Staff from EMTAS (Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service) joined an existing network of KS4/KS5 staff in one district; provided initial assessments for college staff receiving ethnic minority students; surveyed county provision at KS4 and KS5; drew on comments from the young people, to write guidance both for professionals working across the transition and for the young people affected by it. Interviews were held with young people in year 11, and again in year 12.  One college subsequently changed its admissions procedures - applicants no longer having to take an ESOL test, being invited for a second interview instead if there were concerns about studying in English.  Another college has been accredited by OCN at level 2 for its Interpreting and Translation course for 16-19 students. EMTAS staff have organised a post-GCSE/pre-college 3 day language in the curriculum course and an after school course from November 08-May 09. Planning in both districts was carried out by school/EMTAS staff, working closely with colleges and Connexions, institutions contributing their staff time. It has made it possible to avoid disjuncture between school and college provision for ethnic minority young people in two districts by providing a more balanced assessment – some of them had to change course choice, but it meant they were able to secure a place.

	What have we achieved?   

	These students are now keen to attend a college course, keen to correct their English and their studies are nurturing an increasing number of confident bilingual learners who can contribute to Hampshire’s community development.  For an outlay of £9,000 external funding there is an OCN accredited level 2 interpreting and translating course at one college; flourishing liaison between schools and colleges in two districts and  sustainable 3 day, after school and summer language in the curriculum courses for KS4 bilingual learners.  These will be embedded in school and college provision with guidance and information on the website.

	What are the prospects for further improvement?

	The links founded between schools and colleges will be sustained and developed so that language in the curriculum is addressed both at KS4 and KS5.  The two district approaches are being combined so that each will have a 3 day introductory language in the curriculum course, as well as after school language courses (which are currently over-subscribed) and summer holiday provision for intensive work. College staff are expected to take on language in the curriculum increasingly in a range of subject areas. OCN Interpreting and Translation in Education course has been welcomed as good for employment opportunities for Hampshire’s bilingual and ethnic minority students. Guidance will be updated so that is remains current and it is confidently expected that outcomes from this initiative will spread to other districts in due course.

	What people tell us

	The confidence of bilingual young people in securing college places in September 2008 continues to inspire others in some of the quotes they contribute to the guidance material – urging their peers to “‘Ask, ask, ask and keep asking,” and to “‘Do what you love not necessarily what your grades say.”  Perhaps the greatest tribute to this initiative is that teachers say their students are very keen to be ambassadors for the next course.

	Key contact

	Liz Statham, County Inspector/Adviser (EMAS); email liz.statham@hants.gov.uk
More information is also available online at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/ema/ema-14-19.htm


