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What is a Statement of Special Educational Needs?

The Statement of Special Educational Needs is a legal document that the Local Authority (LA) and your child’s school must follow. It identifies the help and support that your child is to be given to meet his or her special educational needs. The statement will be set out in six parts.

Part 1: the introduction provides all the important details about

your child, such as date of birth, parents’ or carers’ names, address and

phone number.

Part 2: lists details of your child’s special educational needs. It is based on the information in the reports from the professionals and yourself, for the statutory assessment.
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Part 3: records details of the help that the LA thinks your child will need, how targets will be set and how your child’s progress will be reviewed.

Part 4: where your child will go to school. When you receive the proposed statement this will be left blank. The school will be named in the final statement.

Part 5: non-educational difficulties, such as other medical problems, will be recorded here.

Part 6: shows the help your child will need to support the non-educational needs shown in Part 5.
Proposed Statement

You will be sent a proposed statement with all the reports, and a reply slip. You then have 15 days in which to make any comments on the reply slip and also to state which school you would like your child to attend.

continued …
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You may wish to visit schools before deciding on your preference.

If you have any concerns or questions about the statement or you are not

happy about what is written in the statement, you can contact your SEN

Officer, either by telephone or in writing.
When you have checked the proposed statement, you should complete, sign and return the reply slip. If you would like any amendments to the statement, you should also request them in a letter to go with the reply slip. The Parent Partnership Service can advise and support you with this. 
Final Statement

The final statement should be sent to you within eight weeks from the time you received the proposed statement. It will confirm the details of the proposed statement, including any amendments that may have been agreed, and will also name a school or type of school. 

If you have any concerns about the contents of the final statement, you have the right to appeal to SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal Service). Details about appealing can be obtained from the Special Educational Needs Officers or the Parent Partnership Service. You can also have access to the independent Disagreement Resolution Service, and the Parent Partnership Service can give you further information about that service.

The statement lasts as long as your child needs it or until he or she has left school. The advice on the statement will be followed and reviewed each year. This is called the Annual Review (see separate leaflet).
************
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