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TERMS OF REFERENCE

‘HAMPSHIRE AUTISM VOICE (HAV)’ 

FOR THE HAMPSHIRE AUTISM PARTNERSHIP BOARD
In response to the Autism Act (November 2009) and the National Autism Strategy (March 2010), Hampshire County Council and partners agreed to set up a Hampshire Autism Partnership Board (HAPB). Hampshire Autism Voice (HAV) is the parent, carers and service user group established from the HAPB to ensure the full participation of service users and carers in its work. 

Terms of Reference

Purpose of the Group
HAV has been developed to give a voice and active involvement to people with autism at the HAPB, the autism strategy workstreams and to actively participate in the planning, delivery and monitoring of services for people with autism living in Hampshire.
Objectives

· Help develop effective ways to consult with people with autism and their families. The group will be responsible for asking other people with autism and their families for their views on topics and bring these to meetings.
· Provide the voice to ensure the HAPB autism strategy has the full involvement of people with autism and their parent/carers.
· Assist with feedback from service users with autism and their parents and carers on the quality of services received, and gaps within Hampshire’s services. 

· Advise on joint protocols between and within agencies to improve care pathways.

· Provide a forum for people with autism and their families/carers to share information on key developments within services and disseminate information to others.
· The group will develop a pool of service users, parents and carers to attend and actively participate in the HAPB and its secondary work streams .

· To support the role of users/carers on the Board by providing briefing and debriefing on agenda items etc
Core Membership

The Group will be comprised of representatives from:

· Hampshire County Council’s Autism Commissioning Officer

· People with autism who live in Hampshire
· Family and carers supporting a person autism living in Hampshire
Others may be invited to attend from time to time as appropriate to support the work of the Group.

Membership and ToR will be reviewed annually or sooner if required.

Meeting arrangements 

· The group will meet every 6-8 weeks and be initially chaired by the Autism Commissioning Officer.

· The chair will be reviewed at 6 months after the group has developed stability.

· The co-ordination and servicing of the meeting will be the responsibility of the Autism Commissioning Officer.
An Agenda and previous meeting notes will be circulated prior to each meeting.

Accountability/Governance

HAV will have members who attend the HAPB. Accountability will be to the HAPB.
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