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Smoke under the bridge

All day long I’ve been walking,
And mostly to myself I’ve been talking.
The lonesome night is too quickly falling,
In this unfriendly town.
It’s cold when the sun goes down,
So I’ll head for the river and look for smoke under the bridge.
I’ll keep on moving ‘til I find smoke under the bridge,
A little shelter, a friendly fire under the bridge.
Once I had a place I could call my own,
Now wherever I lay my head is home.
Ran into some trouble back on down the road,
They didn’t like the look of me.
Someone took a hook at me.
I’ll keep my eyes open for smoke under the bridge.
Keep on hoping for smoke under the bridge.
A warm fire, some company under the bridge.
I’ll keep on looking for smoke under the bridge.
Keep on walking to smoke under the bridge.
A little shelter, a friendly fire, some company under the bridge.
I’ll keep walking.
I gotta keep walking.
Gotta keep walking.

By Paul Kelly 
CD-ROM:  Nothing but a dream
Website:    www.paulkelly.com.au/lyrics/smoke-under-the-bridge.html 
(Lyrics are reprinted with kind permission of The Official Paul Kelly website.)

Questions about poem

· What does the phrase “Smoke under the bridge” refer to?

· What does it mean to the writer?
· Does a home have to have a roof of some sort?                    Or furniture of some sort?

· What do we mean when we say  “make yourself at home”?

· Do you have to own your house for it to be your home? 

· Is it really possible to make your home “wherever you lay your head”?



(Picture printed with kind permission of Paul Jeffrey/ACT International.)
 Thoughts on home
You are about to conduct an on-the-spot survey of thoughts about, and attitudes towards, home. Going around all the people in your group, put your questions to as many as you can, within three to five minutes. (It is, of course, obvious that a person expecting an answer to their question should return the compliment before seeking another respondee).
· Were you born in Hampshire?

· How many homes has your family had since you were born? 

· If it were your choice, would you prefer to live in another county (or even country)?

· Have you been overseas for a holiday?

· Have you spent more than one night away from your family/home? 

· Have you ever spent a night under the open sky?              Or under canvas (in a tent)?

· What would you miss most if you had to live for several months in a tent?

· If your neighbour’s home burned down, do you think your family might put them up until they had another home to go to?

· If your own home burned down, who would you rather stay with your neighbours, some relatives, or a local bed and breakfast?

Can we find a common understanding of the concept of home? 
What do we mean by home?
Work in pairs and produce your own definition of the word home. Share this with your class. For any suggested definition, the rest of the class must see if they can come up with a query or exception.



Leaving home

Today we generally take it for granted that we can live without fear of having to leave our homes. Imagine, however, that there was a problem in this country and you had to flee the country. Think of the sort of impact this would have on you and your family.

Write down five things that you currently take for granted, that would be different:






If you had to leave this country you might become a refugee. This is, of course, very unlikely. However, you might choose to leave this country and live in another land. If you choose to move, that is where the comparison between you and a refugee would end as we all have rights and services here and if we emigrate, we generally plan for this and because rights are universal, we carry them with us. 
Look at the boxes on the next page. One side describes the experiences of a refugee family coming to a new land, the other a family emigrating from the UK to live and work in Germany.

Fill in all the missing boxes, thinking about the differences you need to consider.
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For example:


Suggested definition:   A home is a house where you live. 


Query:  		    Does it have to be a house? 


Exception:  	    A prisoner lives in prison, but it is   �    not their home. 
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Your definition:








Query:











Exception:

















�
Refugee coming to the UK�
�
UK resident going to Germany to live�
�
�
�
�
�
You arrive in the UK, possibly illegally, and maybe without documents.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
At immigration you are taken away from your friends and family to be questioned.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
You hang around for hours waiting for decisions about what will happen to you. Eventually you are taken to secure accommodation – a bit like prison.�
�
Your hire car awaits you and you leave with all your baggage for your new house.


�
�
�
�
�
�
You have no money. You cannot go out or wander freely.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
You can go where you want and have a permit to work.�
�
�
�
�
�
Everyday living is very stressful. You cannot have a bank account, credit card or access to money. Sometimes you are not given cash but vouchers to spend.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Your future looks OK. Any problems can be sorted out with local officials and you can start to make plans.


�
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Hampshire homes and hope
HIAS PDL and RRR websites: KS3 citizenship
HIAS PDL and RRR websites: KS3 citizenship
Hampshire homes and hope
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