
My testimony 

On the following pages are testimonies supplied by three young people in Hampshire.

In pairs, read these and be prepared to answer the key questions.
Testimony 1

1 What is your family’s country of origin?

Kosovo.

2 What was life like for you before you left?                
(Eg: family, friends, school, home.)

When I was in my country I used to have a nice family home, a lot of best friends and I really liked the school and teachers where I went to.
3 What were the reasons that made you leave that country?

The reason that I left Kosovo was because the war started and we were forced to leave.
4 Did you choose to come to England?

No. We just wanted to go to a safe country and which country we went to was in the dealers hands (people who helped us to escape).
5 What did you think it would be like? What made you think that?

I knew that it was going to be a safe country and the reason that I thought that was because we had paid our money to go to a safe country.
6 What was the journey to England like?

Very difficult. It took us four days to come here and we travelled on a lorry.
7 Did you choose to come to Hampshire?

Yes. My auntie’s husband was living in Aldershot and we came to join him.
8 What are the main differences between where you used to live and life here in Hampshire?

Life in Kosovo was better than here until the war started, but now we are used to staying here and it feels good.
9 Are there any particular difficulties you have had to face?

Yes, most of the people did not understand what we went through in my country.
10 What has school been like for you?

At the beginning I did not like it at all, but after the first six months I got used to it and I ignored other students who made my life hell.
11 Are there any achievements you feel proud of?

I feel proud of everything I have done in my life such as school, college, getting married, helping people, etc.
12 Have you been able to carry on with any of the things you liked to do in your country of origin?                       
(Eg: hobbies, sports, music.)

I always wanted to study and I have been working on that.
13 What do you hope to do when you leave school/college?

If I will not be able to go to university I want to get a good job and have my own family.
14 Have you been able to stay in contact with home since being in England?
Yes, but after a long time when we came here.
15 Would you like to return? Please explain.

I would like to live there but when I think of what I have gone through in my young life, I would rather stay here.

Testimony 2

1 What is your family’s country of origin?

Kosovo.

2 What was life like for you before you left? 
(Eg: family, friends, school, home.) 

Life was terrible. We hardly saw our family and friends. People were getting killed by the second, we were getting threatened every day. People did not go to school because of the war. Shops and hospitals were getting closed.

3 What were the reasons that made you leave that country?

We left our country because there was a war which put our lives in danger and it was no longer safe for my family to live there.

4 Did you choose to come to England?

No, we did not choose to come to England. At the time we desperately needed to get to a safe country. I am happy that we came to England.

5 What did you think it would be like? What made you think that?

I did not know what it would be like, all I knew was that we were going to a safer country and that my family would be happy again.

6 What was the journey to England like?

The journey was terrible, we travelled for six days without any food. We had no idea we would be travelling for six days.

7 Did you choose to come to Hampshire?

No, we did not choose to come to Hampshire but we are glad to come to a safer and more peaceful city.

8 What are the main differences between where you used to live and life here in Hampshire?

People around us are more friendly towards us. Police officers are more trustworthy. We feel safer. We are happy the way we are living here in Hampshire.

9 Are there any particular difficulties you have had to face?

Learning English. We also had to go to court where the judge 
has to decide whether we were staying in England and the most difficult thing was when the immigration came to our house to deport us back to Kosovo, but we luckily escaped.

10 What has school been like for you?

School has been different but very good. I like the way the 
school is run and I also have the abilities to learn new things.

11 Are there any achievements you feel proud of?

I am proud of representing my school for cross-country. I am 
also proud to learn English in a short time. I am proud of trying 
my best at school and getting the grades I want.

12 Have you been able to carry on with any of the things you liked to do in your country of origin? 
(Eg: hobbies, sports, music.)

We still cook and eat the same foods. We still listen to some Kosovon music and we also have the same traditions.

13 What do you hope to do when you leave school/college?

When I leave school I would like to be a lawyer so I would be 
able to help people in difficult positions.

14 Have you been able to stay in contact with home since 
being in England?

We have no contact with family or home because when we left we split up. We do not know where they live or if they are still alive.

15 Would you like to return? Please explain.

No, I would not like to return because I am settled here in England and if I return it would bring back all of my bad memories. I would never feel safe again if I return. I would like to stay here for the rest of my life.

16 Is there anything else you would like to share with us about your experience of coming to England?

The journey was terrible but it was worth it. We have reached a safer and happier place, we would not like to return to Kosovo. 
I will not feel safe. My family might be in danger if we return back to Kosovo.
Testimony 3

1 What is your family’s country of origin?

Kosovo.

2 What was life like for you before you left?
(Eg: family, friends, school, home.)

My life was happy and normal. We were happy and school was normal with lots of friends.

3 What were the reasons that made you leave that country?

Because our life was in danger because of the war. We saw tragic things like children getting hanged and people getting shot. We had to walk through blood to get out of the country.

4 Did you choose to come to England?

No, we didn’t choose to come to England we just found ourselves here because we were trying to get away from the war as quick as we could.

5 What did you think it would be like? What made you think that?

We thought it would be quiet and peaceful because there wasn’t war in England and it would have been safe for us to stay here.

6 What was the journey to England like?

It was bad because we didn’t have any food or water.

7 Did you choose to come to Hampshire?

No, we didn’t know what or where Hampshire was.

8 What are the main differences between where you used to live and life here in Hampshire?

It’s a lot better in Hampshire because there is no war and I get support. People are also nice and kind and friendly.
9 Are there any particular difficulties you have had to face?

Yes, because it was a different language, culture and different lifestyle.

10 What has school been like for you?

School has been really good and I got to learn English and have friends, and got to know people.

11 Are there any achievements you feel proud of?

I feel proud of my SATs in Year 6 because my levels have been very good and high.

12 Have you been able to carry on with any of the things you liked to do in your country of origin?
(Eg: hobbies, sports, music.)

Yes, I’ve done sports.

13 What do you hope to do when you leave school/college?

I would hope to be a lawyer, business woman or a doctor.

14 Have you been able to stay in contact with home since being in England?

My parents are in England with me.

15 Would you like to return? Please explain.

I wouldn’t like to return back to Kosovo because I like England a lot better.

Homework activity

From what you have learned so far, try to explain the following:

· why people move from one nation or country to another
· the circumstances that lead to a person trying to seek asylum or to becoming a refugee
· what, in particular, you have learnt from the work so far
· what factors might lead to some migrants coming into various parts of Hampshire.
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