
The national and global view

You have to present a summary to others about the       worldwide situation of refugees/asylum seekers. 

You have to use the data that is available, which you will find in the tables on the following pages. You will also find that a map or globe is helpful. 

Definitions

Refugees – include persons recognised under the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.
Asylum seekers – are persons whose applications for asylum or refugee status are pending a final decision.

Internally displaced persons – are people who have had to move because of conflict in their country but remain in that country.

UNHCR – United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

The kind of questions you need to have answers to are given on the next page.
Example questions

· What was the total population under the UNHCR’s responsibility in 2007?
· What part of the world hosts most refugees?

· Which two countries host most refugees?

· Where do most refugees flee to?

· Why might people flee?

· From which country are the refugees in Pakistan likely to have come from?
· Which countries receive most applications for asylum?

· What reasons might there be for this?

· What was the figure for asylum applications to the UK in the second quarter of 2008? How does this compare to the same period in 2006 and 2007?

· How would you describe the pattern of asylum applications to the UK? 

· Which European country has the highest number of asylum applications?

· From which country do most asylum seekers come at the moment?

· Give some examples of the countries from which refugee groups have come during the 20th Century. Can you give any reasons for these groups?

· What conclusions can your group draw about refugees and asylum seekers nationally and internationally?
· How well do you think the UK meets its international obligations?
Case studies – coming here?

Burdham is a town of about 20,000 people on the south coast. It relies a lot on tourists visiting in the summer months. It has good connections by rail and road to London and the South Downs. 

Just recently there have been discussions in the local press, in schools, churches and homes about an increase in the number of migrants coming into the area, some of whom are refugee and asylum-seeking families and young men, some are economic migrants from Poland.

Context
You are at Burdham School. It is known as a good school in the area. Not only does it get good exam results, but also it does well at sports and music. It is not full and could take more students. There is a tradition of involving students in the life of the school and the community. It also has a student council which is active and student members are allowed to discuss many issues. The headteacher has asked the council for the views of students about admitting new students.

So have your say in the student council discussion.
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Activity 2





Case 1


Sara (14 years old) has recently entered the country from Iran with her sister and parents, who are both doctors. The family are staying in bed and breakfast accommodation locally. Her parents have applied for her to come to your school as they have been told that there are spaces in Year 9.


Should Sara be allowed to come to your school?


Be prepared to give reasons for your answer and make suggestions for what else should happen.





Case 2


Omar (15 years old) arrived here on his own from Somalia and has been fostered in the local community. He joined the technology school on the edge of town six months ago but has been permanently excluded for poor behaviour and attendance.


Should Omar be allowed to come to your school?


Be prepared to give reasons for your answer and make suggestions for what else should happen.





Case 3


The local paper have given over their front page to a story about a letter they have received from a governor of one of the primary schools who voices strong concerns about the way Burdham is changing. She complained of hearing too many foreign languages in the town, that schools are not able to cope with these kinds of children. She suggests that local people should not sell their houses to foreigners, and local companies  should stop employing these people.


In groups consider the following questions:


why do think this situation would have arisen in a place like Burdham?


what more would you like to know about the situation?


how would you go about it?


what questions would you want to ask the governor of the school?


do you have any initial feelings about her proposal? 


what rights and responsibilities do the various groups of people have in this, eg:


the headteacher, teachers and students?


parents/carers and the local community?


migrant children and adults?


how can we balance these and work towards a resolution?


could you construct a reply to the governor?


what do you think all of the migrants above would hope for?
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