

Time:





Age range:


Year 3








Suggested activities:


Introduction


Ask the children to discuss and then feedback on acceptable things to send via e-mail. Would there ever be a situation when you could be justified to complain or insult someone using electronic mail? Link to respect of other people and the fact that it is very difficult for readers of e-mails to interpret some types of conversational features, eg: humour, sarcasm.


Establish that a complaint is a structured delivery of a point of view – an insult is, of course, designed to hurt someone’s feelings. People are sometimes asked to put important things in writing – an insult in writing can be particularly hurtful! Discuss the potential trouble to both people sending and those receiving. 


Discuss with your partner (or group): Why do you think we are doing this? �(See Whystorm activity sheet on website.)


Main teaching activity


In pairs, ask children to look at the UNCRC Article 29. Can the children create an e-mail, and send it to their friend(s), to demonstrate their understanding of:


the ability to live peacefully


how to protect the environment


how to respect other people.


Plenary


Relate the use of e-mail to everyday use beyond school. Give examples, such as explain how powerful online petitions can be, and how e-mail is a good way to stay in touch with organisations like the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and UNICEF for information updates.








Related UNCRC Articles:


Article 29





Resources and preparation:


E-mail addresses – pupils should already have their own e-mail address.��(NB: Parental permission is needed for these to be created for individual children.)


Copies of United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) – �child-friendly versions – Article 29.





Aims


Children should learn to gather, exchange and develop information using e-mail. �(QCA Unit 3E – E-mail)
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