The Real Price of Food

What food could you choose if the world was divided equally in terms of land, water and carbon emissions?

There are 11.2 billion hectares of productive land in the world, which if shared equally would mean 1.8 hectares per person per year and 0.005 per day.

The amount of fresh water available for agriculture is about 24 cubic kilometres worldwide per annum, which is 4,000 per person and 11 cubic metres per person per day.

The amount of carbon dioxide and equivalent greenhouse gas emissions to maintain current levels is about 1 tonne per person per year and 3kg per day. An allowance of 1/3 for our food is 1kg per day.

Work in groups and choose a day’s worth of food using the tokens provided.

Allowances per person: 
Land: 
25 units 
  @ 0.0002 ha per unit







Water: 
110 units  @ 100 litres per unit







Carbon: 
40 units 
  @ 0.025 kg per unit

Food miles, processing and packaging not included
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