Frequently Raised Issues In Community Planning

COMMUNITY ISSUES 9 : 

PARENTS WITH SMALL CHILDEN FEELING ISOLATED OR UNABLE TO WORK

1. How Might This Problem Present Itself:

This problem may present itself from any of the following angles:

a) Lack of parent /toddler groups

b) Lack of local pre school facilities 

c) Lack of transport to local facilities 

2. What Factors May Be Important To Know About:

In order to tell what the actual problem is and the extent to which it is a practical issue or an issue of perception – both are important of course – these are the things you would need to find out:

	What we need to know?
	How would you find out?

	How many families does it affect and what is age group of the children?
	Fact finding in the community

	Do the families have any issues that need to be taken into account
	Fact finding in the community or use local knowledge from health visitors regarding family status.

	Is transport the problem? If so who need to get where / when / how often and how many of them?
	Fact find in the community 

	Are there any childminders etc already in the area
	Fact finding in the community

	Is finance the problem for individual families?
	Fact finding in the community

	Are there community buildings where some resource could be made available?
	Fact finding in the community


3. What Might The Solutions Be:

Once the things in section two have been explored and the underlying issues have been identified these are the sorts of solutions that could be discussed as possible ways forward. If the advice below does not help with a solution then please bring the issue to a Community surgery where, if you can give us advance warning of the issues we will try to ensure you get good advice about possible ways forward.
	Underlying Issue
	Possible Solution (s):
	Things to be aware of:
	How to put this forward

	No local transport / provision not within walking distance from transport route
	Mobile provision
	Ownership of bus/ maintenance costs
	Through local children’s centres

	No local transport / provision not within walking distance from transport route
	Hire a mini bus
	Depending upon where people are trying to get to and how many people want to go there it may be that working together to hire a minibus is worth considering. The following  site has some advice about this and information about services already available: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/passengertransport/communitytransport.htm
	

	
	Bus route added - extended
	Although it may be worth asking the local bus provider to extend a route they are commercial ventures and will only add / extend routes IF there are enough people needing to use it on a regular basis to make it worth while … so you will need to prove enough people will use it regularly to get anywhere
	Commission  local transport companies

	
	Community solutions
	Can people car share or get taxis together. Sometimes people just have not made contact with the right people and together problems could be solved or diminished.
	

	Provision is not there but needed
	Get some provision made through a local authority
	We would have to take a number of things into account which you may well not know about but they include:

· Number of families that appear not to take up their three or four year old child's free entitlement to early years education (EYE)

· Incidence of workless households with young children (0-5)

· Do any of the families concerned have issues with mental health (e.g. post natal depression etc) ?

· Incidence of failure to engage with child age related checks, including vaccinations

· Incidence of children ages 0 – 5 in care

· Referrals to agencies supporting families with young children e.g. social care, health visitors, Home Start etc…

· Profile (and perceptions) of families in, or asking for, social housing

· Age profile of users of local community facilities
	Bring to the surgery

	
	Make your own provision
	See above under community solutions especially if you can bring people together to seek funding etc – there is also advice on the website at:

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/passengertransport/communitytransport.htm
	Once you have explored possibilities bring to the surgery
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