
Time:


1 hour





Age range:


Year 5/Year 6





Suggested activities:


Using previous knowledge, children will work in small groups to show role play and interrogation. The aim being that they are African schoolchildren who wish to persuade a local government official to spend money on vaccinations and medicines to combat infectious diseases. How do rights and responsibility fit in to the role play they will be doing?


The children will need to consider:


how infectious diseases spread, eg: measles, flu, polio, yellow fever, TB and colds                            (NB: here is a chance for Level 5 science skills to be used by more-able children as they might deduce that colds cannot be vaccinated against and the government would be wasting their money)


what can be done to stop diseases spreading


what they need to do in order to persuade the government to help


how they could use the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) to back up their arguments.


Teacher to briefly model role play and interrogation techniques.


Children then work in groups to put together one to two minute role play/interrogation as African schoolchildren telling government officials why they need to put money into vaccinations and medicines. Children work together for five to ten minutes and jot down their ideas and persuasive reasons, ensuring they have good reasons using their previous research. Children then act out their scenes in their groups, remembering drama techniques.


Come together as an audience to watch each other’s groups, and evaluate whether they have achieved the aims set (to learn that micro-organisms can cause common illnesses) and justify these aims if asked.


They could be assessed on the scientific vocabulary they use in their role play, with convincing explanations of why vaccinations and medicines would be good for African children and their families. They could also be assessed on their knowledge gained from previous lessons.


Further ideas:


How micro–organisms affect food.


Allocation of other resources across the world.


Persuasive writing.





Related UNCRC Articles:


4, 6 and 24





Resources and preparation:


Previous lessons on micro-organisms, health, vaccinations and antibiotics.


Also, children need to have input on how African schoolchildren have far fewer resources available to them in school and health.








Aims:


Children learn that there are very small   organisms called micro-organisms which can be harmful.


Children will learn that scientific ideas about diseases are based on research.


Children will consider the reasons for some common illnesses and learn that                   micro-organisms can cause common illnesses.


Children will learn that resources can be allocated in different ways and that these economic choices affect individuals, communities and the environment.





Topic:  Micro-organisms and economic resources
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