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INTRODUCTION

This document sets out the steps R.Collard Ltd (the applicant) has taken during the preapplication process to consult on the development proposals.
2.0

NATIONAL CONTEXT

Consultation is an increasingly important requirement for all development projects, and is
looked on positively by both local and national government.
The current Government’s Localism Act also stresses a requirement for effective and
meaningful pre-application consultation as part of its emphasis on involving local people in
planning, including via the development of local neighbourhood plans.
The point of consultation now is much more to do with outcomes and informing practice,
rather than simply giving the public an opportunity to have a say.
2.1

The Localism Act

The Localism Act became law in November 2011. The Act amends the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 and creates several obligations for potential applicants. There is a
requirement to carry out pre-application consultation for all planning applications, publicising
the proposal and consulting with residents in the vicinity of the land concerned. This gives
local people a chance to comment when there is still genuine scope to make changes to
proposals.
In particular, the pre-application consultation must:
(a) set out how the person proposing to make an application may be contacted
(b) give information about the proposed timetable for the consultation, allowing sufficient
time for those wishing to comment to do so in good time;
(c) have regard to the local planning authority about local good practice;
(d) take account of responses to the consultation.
Additionally the Government has used the Localism Act to clarify the rules on
‘predetermination’. Previously in some cases councillors were warned off doing such things
as campaigning, talking with constituents, or publicly expressing views on local issues, for
fear of being accused of bias or facing legal challenge. The Localism Act makes it clear that
it is proper for councillors to play an active part in local discussions, and that they should not
be liable to legal challenge as a result. This will help them better represent their constituents
and enrich local democratic debate.
2.2

Local Context

2.2.1 Hampshire County Council Statement of Community Involvement (adopted
September 2006)
Each local planning authority is required to prepare its own Statement of Community
Involvement (SCI) which sets down their policy for community involvement and consultation.
Hampshire County Council adopted its SCI in September 2006.
Hampshire County Council’s SCI encourages developers to enter into pre-application

SLR

R.Collard Ltd
Statement of Community Involvement

3

403.00842.00002
February 2013

discussions with the Council to establish the information that will be required, identify key
issues and policies.
The County Council also supports developers undertaking early community consultation,
particularly for large scale proposals. This provides the local community the opportunity to
influence the developers’ proposals. Public exhibitions and displays by the developer to
explain their proposals are encouraged, particularly for major schemes.
3.0

SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED APPLICATION

The existing operation is currently operating under a temporary planning permission
(ApNo.06/02863/CMA) for inert construction, demolition and excavation waste and
secondary aggregate recycling facility which expires on the 31 December 2013.
There are three temporary buildings on site, one large portacabin which comprises
weighbridge & site office, this has a footprint of 4 X 17 metres, there is a site mess room for
the machine drivers, this is 3 x 6 metres, and a small 3 x 3 metre toilet block (these features
will be retained)
Existing mobile plant on site (operating at maximum capacity and assuming production of all
products at once) are limited to the below:
 X2 Jaw Crushers crushing concrete/hardcore (Pegson XR400 or similar) (one
crushing concrete, the other crushing hardcore);
 X2 Powerscreen Warrior 1400 dry screens (One screening sand, one screening
topsoil);
 X1 Powerscreen Powertrack 800 dry screen (Screening crushed concrete to make
Type 1 roadbase); and
 X1 Powerscreen Chieftain 2100X dry screen (Screening crushed hardcore to make
single sizes)
(The above mobile plant will be retained)
Please note this is a worst case scenario based on the Site producing at absolute full
capacity, generally at normal running rates there is only one crusher on site, and three
screeners.
3.1

Proposed Development

The proposed development is for:
“The retention of a secondary aggregate recycling facility for a permanent period of time to
handle a maximum of 250,000tpa, installation of new processing plant, construction of a
screening bund and associated Site attenuation improvements at Warren Heath Recycling
Facility, Warren Heath, Welsh Drive, Bramshill”
The main changes from the existing operation would be as follows:
 a change from a temporary recycling operation to a permanent recycling operation;
 the erection of a screening bund around the eastern and southern edge of the Site to
provide enhanced mitigation and concealment of activities;
 an increase in permitted throughput to a maximum of 250,000tpa; and
 the installation of new processing plant and equipment to provide better quality
aggregates to Hampshire and the local market
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A pre-application meeting was also held at Hampshire County Council (HCC) on 30th
October 2012 to discuss what would be the likely key issues the development proposal
would need to consider.
SLR on behalf of the applicant submitted a pre-application report/request note to Hampshire
County Council (November 2012).
At this meeting and following written pre-application advice from HCC it was agreed that an
Environmental Statement was required. The EIA Regulations stipulate that the Applicant
may make a request for a formal Scoping Opinion (Part IV Regulation 13). The Scoping
exercise allows the applicant to clearly identify the main environmental issues, as this allows
for more detailed and targeted assessments to be carried out.
A formal request for a Scoping Opinion under Regulation 13 of the EIA Regulations was
submitted to HCC (November 2012) and is included at Technical Appendix 3 in Volume 2B.
This report enabled HCC to gain an initial understanding of the project and to undertake a
scoping exercise with internal consultees and third-parties.
A copy of the adopted Scoping Opinion (January 2013) is included at Volume 2B Section 4.
The purpose of the scoping exercise was:




to focus the EIA on the environmental issues and potential impacts which need the
most thorough attention;
to identify those which are unlikely to need detailed study; and
to provide a means to discuss methods of impact assessment and reach agreement
on the most appropriate.

The adopted Scoping Opinion has fed into this exercise to ensure that the ES accurately and
comprehensively reflects the proposal.
SLR have tried to contact as many key statutory consultees during the preparation of the
Environmental Impact Assessment to ascertain each requirement in greater detail. In
particular the highways authority and EHO officer have been particluary cooperative.
4.2

Non-Statutory Engagement

SLR understand that the applicant has advised their immediate neighbours that an
application to retain WHRF on a permanent basis is forthcoming and also understand that
the applicant is intending to set up a local liaison group throughout the life of the application
and the life of the development if permission is forthcoming.
Regrettably no formal pre-application consultation meeting/event was undertaken by the
applicant due to reasons which remain undisclosed.
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CLOSURE

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with all reasonable skill, care and
diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement
with the client. Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data collected
and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.
This report is for the exclusive use of R.Collard Ltd no warranties or guarantees are
expressed or should be inferred by any third parties. This report may not be relied upon by
other parties without written consent from SLR.
SLR disclaims any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside
the agreed scope of the work.
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