Planning Statement for Slurry Store Extension and Roof Over Slurry Store and Roof
Over Feed Yard, Ravenscot Farm, Tadley, Basingstoke
Ravenscot Farm is a 52.73 hectare tenanted dairy farm owned by Hampshire County
Council. The occupier has a herd of 150 cows. The farm currently does not comply
with Nitrate Vulnerable Zone Regulations, which are enforced by the Environment
Agency. The regulation was set up to reduce nitrate pollution in ground water, which
eventually becomes drinking water. Ravenscot Farm is in a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone
and it is mandatory for dairy/livestock farms in Nitrate Vulnerable Zones to comply
with NVZ Regulations as they could face closure should they fail to comply.
Hampshire County Council hired agricultural/environmental consultants ADAS who
have provided a report suggesting various combinations of constructions works that
will leave the farm complying with the NVZ Regulations. It has been found that the
proposed works as previously described in this planning application and as shown on
drawing 22/B/22 will be the most effective and minimal impact solution to comply
with the regulations.
The roofed structures will not be very noticeable as they will be adjacent to existing
farm buildings and will not be as high as these buildings. Roof rainwater will go in to
soakaways to comply with building regulations, expect where it is possible to connect
downpipes in to water troughs to provide drinking water to cattle. The slurry store
extension will not be noticeable as it will be below ground. All aspects of the project
will be designed and double checked by qualified engineers. It is envisaged that the
works will not be aesthetically displeasing and will have a positive impact on the
environment. A photograph of an existing polytunnel roof can be seen on
www.mcgregorpolytunnels.co.uk/livestock-cattle
There are two neighbouring domestic properties close to the site, which are both off
of the same access drive to the site. It is expected that disturbance from construction
noise and traffic will be minimal and will not cause inconvenience to the occupiers of
these properties as noise levels should be low for this type of construction and
construction and material delivery vehicles will not stop in front of the domestic
properties as there is sufficient offloading and turning space on the site.
Disturbance on the highway will be minimal. Drivers of delivery lorries may slowly
manoeuvre off of Aldermaston Road on to the access track to the site, however lorries
have accessed the site before during various other projects at the site and it is standard
practice for a delivery lorry to be able to exit a main highway on to an access track.
All vehicles leaving the site will have wheels washed when required to ensure no mud
or slurry falls on to the highway or shared access track.

