Rights, Respect, Responsibilities 2008
A HEALTHY OUTLOOK
On Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th October, children at New Milton Junior School spent two full days thinking about the way Rights, Respect and Responsibilities affect different aspects of life.  In this, our fifth successive annual event, the theme was more diverse than ever. 
[image: image1]
As a rights-based approach is so well-established in school, perhaps your children do not talk about it very much at home. This special newsletter gives us an opportunity to share and celebrate something about our exciting event and to share our outlook. Rights, Respect and Responsibilities raises children’s self-respect and teaches them to take responsibility in respecting differences between one another. It touches all areas of healthy living; body, mind and emotions. Our activities included aspects of science, ICT, Literacy, Geography, Citizenship, History and culture. 
What did the children do?

During the two days, time was spent reading the United Nations Children’s Rights Charter and playing group games as a reminder of the articles that make up the charter. Then Year Groups took separate themes as follows:
Article 24 “Children have the right to clean water”

[image: image2.wmf]Year 3 children thought about how precious water is around the world and how we can learn to use it more wisely.

Activities included:

· Discussing why a tap in Kenya has a padlock.

· Thinking of top tips for saving water.

· Painting a raincloud mobile to present their ideas.
· “Walk for Water”- to represent people who walk miles 
to collect water.

· Writing poems about the joy of water.

· Creating posters as a reminder about using water sparingly.

Quotes from pupils:

“I never knew I could be drinking water once used by a dinosaur!”
“I’m going to tell everyone at home to turn off the tap when we brush our teeth.”
Article 31 – “Children have the right to relax and play.”

Year 4 children brought in their home-learning where they had interviewed older people at home about games they played as children. Pupils talked about their favourite games and sorted them into different categories  - Outdoor, Indoor, Traditional, Modern and Games from Around the World.

Further activities included: 

· Working collaboratively to create a set of instructions to play a game.
· Trying each other’s games.

· Learning games from around the world.

· Sending a small group to interview residents from Gore Grange about the games they used to enjoy playing. 
· Plans for burying a “Time Capsule” all about games we play in 2008.

Article 24 “Children have the right to nutritious food”
Article  29 “Education should encourage children to respect their own and other cultures.”

Year 5 children were invited to share their family’s favourite recipes. This gave an opportunity to value different family traditions and discuss how family meals draw the family together. Some families even sent in foods to taste in class, which proved very popular.  Later, the theme broadened out to think about where our food is produced, right across the world. Then we explored the issue of Fair Trade and the choices we can make in our local supermarkets.
Activities included:

· Tracing the story of a banana from the farmer to the kitchen.

· Following the production of coffee grown in Peru.

· Writing a news report on the rights of a banana grower.

· Creating a leaflet to explain why Fair Trade is so important.

· Descriptive poems about our favourite food.

· Cooking biscuits with some Fair Trade ingredients.

Article 17 “ Children have the right to reliable information from the mass media”

Article 12 “Children have the right to say what they think should happen”

Year 6 children learned about sustainability and investigated ways in which human activities contribute towards climate change.

Activities included:

· Games online to understand what we mean by a renewable resource.

· [image: image3.wmf]An energy review around our school.
· Making planters from reclaimed materials including tyres
from New Milton Tyres.







· Creating  herb, salad and winter vegetable gardens.

· A visit from Gina Green from Hordle Nurseries to learn 
about successful planting.

· Making garden resources, including scarecrows, paper pots for seedlings and cloches.

· Sowing cress indoors.

[image: image4.wmf]The two-day event gave an opportunity to start something on our own patch. Sustainability is a huge issue for the planet but these children have realised that they have the power to make small changes straight away. Every little bit really does make a difference.

Did You Know?

· The United Nations Charter for the Rights of the Child has been agreed by 191 countries worldwide since December 1991.
· The government has the responsibility to make the convention known to parents and children.

· The articles can be divided into four categories:

Protection, Survival, Development and Participation.

Please take the opportunity to pop-in to your child’s class after school 
to see some of the work produced and to talk about the responsibilities 
discussed over the two days.
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