POINTS TO HELP YOU CHOOSE THE BEST PROVIDER 

FOR YOUR L3 QUALIFICATION


If you are considering applying for a Bursary award for a level 3 qualification these points may help you decide which training provider will best meet your personal requirements.

· How many colleges/training providers are in your area – (a) within easy walking/travelling distance? (b) have secure on site car parking? (c) are on a bus route and buses run at the end of the session e.g. after 9pm?


· Have you got/friends/family/colleagues who have attended one/more and could give you additional information on facilities provided? Can you obtain food/drink in the evening?


· What do the colleges/training providers charge for the L3 qualification? The bursary is not expected to cover the full cost of the qualification – how will the college/training provider expect you to pay any shortfall? You may need to speak to your setting if you feel unable to pay this contribution


· It would be helpful to obtain information on the way the qualification will be delivered – they are unlikely to be doing it in the same way.  Are they offering weekly/fortnightly/monthly sessions and tutorials? Can you access the library?  The computer suite? The internet?  


· What is the minimum attendance required to complete the qualification? If you need to defer – would this be possible/is there an additional cost?


· Is the time/day of the sessions convenient for you?  E.g. Will you need to leave your setting early to start at 5.30pm or will you need to arrange staff cover? Or perhaps childcare?


· What support will the college/training provider offer if you miss sessions due to ill health etc?


· Are deadlines for assignments etc fixed?  What are the penalties if you miss these?

· Is it possible to meet the tutor before signing up to do the qualification?  Your relationship with the tutor will be vital to your progress and achievement so don’t dismiss this aspect of finding the right college/training provider.

· The minimum number of hours working with children 0-5 yrs that is considered necessary to achieve the qualification is 12-15 per week. Would you able to meet this criteria?  What might you need to do if you work less than this?

· If it is not possible to attend sessions on a regular basis you might consider a distance learning course – this is not an easy option! You need efficient internet access usually and you need to be very motivated to complete and achieve success.  It is important not to fall behind with assignments/on line submission.  Your relationship with the nominated tutor needs careful nurturing and you will need to have secured support from work colleagues/development/advisory teams to help you achieve.
