[image: image1.png]The National Strategies
Secondary





	Year 

	7

	Title

	Understanding the conventions of gamelan music

	Stage and objective of understanding


	· Learn how musical sounds can be manipulated into effective, predictable patterns and structures to reflect simple contexts; by 

· Learning how to use patterns of sound to create a specific mood for a defined but basic expressive purpose


	Context

(matched to stage of understanding)
	Learning how gamelan is a form of community music that reflects the larger social organisation of Indonesian villages.



	Conventions, processes and devices
(matched to stage of understanding)
	Learning how gamelan music uses:

· Metallic pitched percussion instrumental sets 

· Cyclical melodies and rhythms

· Distinctive textural layers each with its own pattern and each relating to the core melody (called balungan)

· Common drum patterns and drum strokes each with their own mnemonic
· ‘Penultimate’ speeding and slowing of tempo to indicate the ending of a piece 

	Focus of practical experience
	Performing – as an ensemble

	Features of musical elements
	Texture: understanding the way in which individual parts and layers relate to a core melody

Structure: understanding the use of cyclical structures and the use of ostinati


	Development of skills
	Ensemble performing: Maintain a part in a gamelan ensemble and respond to changes of tempo and texture


	Expected outcome of understanding

(related to context and conventions and how it will be demonstrated in practical work)


	Pupils will show their understanding of how gamelan music fits together (especially the way parts interrelate), and can identify how the music works as a form of community music making. They produce effective, patterned and layered cyclic music that matches the basic structure of gamelan music. All pupils will be starting to develop this understanding; some will be secure in their understanding; and a few will be starting to move beyond this understanding  

	Expected outcome of knowledge and skills

(for all, some,           a few pupils)
	Element(s)

All pupils will understand that gamelan music has a core melody and gong patterns that repeat

Some pupils will understand how the parts of a gamelan piece fit together and relate to the core melody

A few pupils will understand that contrasted textures can be varied with layers added such as interlocking to decorate and enhance dramatic effect

Skill(s)
All pupils maintain a simple part in an ensemble with a steady pulse when supported by others

Some pupils maintain a part in an ensemble with a degree of ensemble awareness, making changes of dynamics and tempo to given cues when supported by others 

A few pupils maintain a complex part in an ensemble individually with fluency, dynamic contrast, control and sense of leadership.




	Sequence of learning
Understand the place of gamelan music in Indonesian society 

Understand that gamelan music is an aural tradition

Learn about cyclic music 

Learn about the instruments of the gamelan and understand their function and how they are played

Understand that individual parts relate to a core melody 

Understand how the gong cycle relates to the core melody

Learn about interlocking melodies and understand how they relate to the core melody

Learn how gamelan music is structured

Learn how Performers respond to aural cues from a drummer to change tempo, dynamics and section 

How to perform a gamelan piece 


	Essential activities




The planned learning for this unit has been defined, as has the sequence of the learning that will best help pupils achieve the intended outcomes. The next part of the planning process will be to decide upon the classroom activities that will enable the pupils to develop the intended learning for each stage of the sequence.
















