[image: image1.png]The National Strategies
Secondary





	Year 
	9

	Title


	Understanding the conventions of the Toccata


	Stage and objective of understanding
	· Learn how details of musical conventions can be developed to express individual ideas, while staying integrated within a given style, genre or tradition; by

· Learning how to explore within a range of idiomatic musical styles, genres or traditions, integrating their own ideas into stylistically consistent outcomes


	Context

(matched to stage of understanding)
	Learning how toccatas are exuberant, dramatic and virtuoso ‘show’ pieces which convey the effect of a dramatic improvisation. They are often designed to demonstrate the skills of the performer, and to astonish the listener with rapid changes of fluctuating mood


	Conventions, processes and devices
(matched to stage of understanding)
	Learning how toccatas:

· feature dramatic, motivic melodies punctuated by silence, which capture the listeners’ attention 

· contrast melodies that have irregular or free rhythm and little sense of pulse or metre with others which have a propulsive unceasing drive of similar shaped patterns of semi-quavers

· contain sudden unpredictable changes of texture

· contain sections made up of slow moving chords or clusters over a pedal note 


	Focus of practical experience
	Composing: how to structure chord clusters with different sorts of metrical melodic lines to create dramatic effects

	Features of musical elements

	Texture: Knowledge and understanding of monophonic and homophonic textures (including pedal notes, diminished chords and clusters, tension and resolution)

	Development of skills

	Composing: improvising/composing a)‘free rhythm’, motivic and b) metrically organised rapid ‘finger pattern’ melodies

	Expected outcome of understanding

(related to context and conventions and how it will be demonstrated in practical work)


	Pupils will show their understanding by creating and/or performing a piece of music that convincingly conveys the characteristics of Toccatas. They are also able to deliberately and successfully explore the details of Toccatas’ idioms, bringing some individuality to their work by building on and incorporating their own awareness of ‘musical brilliance’ in other genres. All pupils will be starting to demonstrate this understanding; some will be secure in their understanding (working practically with confidence to convey the drama of the Toccata style); and a few will be starting to move beyond this understanding.

	Expected outcome of knowledge and skills
(for all, some,           a few pupils)
	Element(s)

All pupils will learn how monophonic and homophonic textures are defined and used
Some pupils will learn how chords and clusters can be built up over a pedal note 

A few pupils will learn and understand the potential of exploiting textural contrasts to achieve a dramatic effect
Skill(s)

All pupils will learn how to manipulate individual melodic motifs to create a dramatic effect
Some pupils will learn how to create and sequence different sorts of motivic melodies to create dramatic effects and contrasts
A few pupils will learn how to develop motivic melodies over chords and/or clusters and to convey a feeling of dramatic improvisation in performance


Note this only has planned learning – there is no sequence of learning defined from this yet.
The outcome of ‘secure understanding’ has additionally been articulated by reference to the genre being studied
















