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Using Bloom’s taxonomy to structure some guided listening
‘Night Train’ (Oscar Peterson)
This was one lesson’s work with a Year 8 class.  They had been learning to sing, play and improvise 12-bar blues.  ‘Night Train’ uses the 12-bar progression, but is jazz rather than blues in style, and fairly challenging.  
We developed a set of questions for each category of the taxonomy (these are shown in bold below). To make the language more accessible to pupils, the terms of the taxonomy were adapted, i.e. ‘Knowledge’ became ‘Describing’. The task given to the class was to write a review of the music that would help others decide whether to buy the CD.
Pupils were given no information about the music apart from its title.  We listened to the music (only the first few choruses), then modelled the writing process by answering the first set of questions together, with the teacher writing the agreed text on the whiteboard.

We briefly reviewed all the questions, after which pairs of pupils were asked to discuss a specific question.  Groups were then formed by merging pairs of pupils who had worked on the same question.  After sharing and considering their ideas, each group wrote an agreed paragraph that captured their responses to the specific category of the taxonomy they had been working on.  They were able to listen to the music three or four more times.
Each group read its paragraph to the class.  Pupils were pleased to have made a unique contribution, and interested to hear what others had written.

We collated all the paragraphs to produce a single extended piece of writing.  This is broken down under the question headings below, for ease of understanding, but we presented it as a single uninterrupted flow of text.  Pupils were impressed with the extent and quality of their critique!
	Writers
	Questions
	Text

	Shared writing, teacher-led:

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3 

Group 4

Group 5 


	Describing – What performers can you hear? What sort of role does each performer play? List 3-5 words you would use to describe the effect of the music.

Understanding – What style or tradition of music do you think this belongs to? How do the musicians know what to play? What are they trying to achieve?

Linking and Applying – Where else have you heard this kind of music? If this was a theme tune to a film or TV series, what would it be about? How does the music suit its title?
Analysing – How many sections do you hear? How do they differ from each other? How does this music compare with the song we learned to perform?

Inventing – Can we use any ideas from this piece in our own music? Given the way the music has developed so far, what do you think happens next?

Evaluating - What do you like about the music? What don’t you like? In what ways is this good music?
	The music is for piano, drums and bass.  The piano is the lead in this bouncy, happy piece.  The drums play a middle role, keeping the beat.  The bass is in the background.  It keeps time by playing in a walking style.  The mood is relaxed but jazzy.

The style is jazzy, a bit like the blues.  Blues music is when slaves in America sing about their unhappy lives.  The words “feeling blue” mean “feeling sad”.  There are no words in this song so we don’t know if the performers are feeling sad or not.

Some of the musicians are improvising, this is when you make it up as you go along instead of using music.  Sometimes you are only allowed to use certain notes to improvise, we used the blues scale.

We have heard music like this on the TV, black and white movies and in shows like Chicago.
The music doesn’t really sound like a train, apart from the beat which keeps on going but the title ‘Night Train’ sounds like a film (better than ‘Night Bus’, anyway!)

In this piece of music we can hear 4 sections.  These sections are all different because of the different tempos, volume, rhythm and pitch.  

The first section is fast with all the instruments playing, the second section is quieter and calmer so you can hear the bass even more.  The third section is a lot more like a piano solo.  You can hear the piano a lot louder than the other instruments.  The fourth section repeats part of the first section moving the tempo faster.  It ends with the bass by itself.

This piece is similar to ours because we both use a walking bass.  They feel jazzy and like the blues.  The differences are that we sang in ours and we repeated the chorus.  We also used broken chords and syncopation.

We could take the ideas from ‘Night Train’ and put them into our piece.  We could use the keyboard, drum and bass instruments by changing the sound on our keyboards.  Also we could use the dynamics and a bit of staccato from the piano in some of the piece.

When the music carries on we think the bass will go off into a solo.  It will finish by having a pause and going into a crescendo and fading away.  Another idea might be that the piece will get stronger and louder and then slow down and get quieter again near the end of the piece.
We like the smooth rhythm to the music and the way it made you feel happy with its bouncy beat.  We also liked how it was calm and relaxing.  The music has a good rhythm and the drums keep it together all the way through.  The rhythm is steady like a train.

We did not like the effect of the music that at the beginning it sounded a mess.  We also think that the piece would have been better if each of the instruments had an improvising solo instead of just the piano.  It also did not appeal to us as well as it would of because we felt it had an older feel to the piece that we didn’t like.

The music is good because it all fits together well even though it sounds improvised.  We think the music is also good because it sounds not practised.  We like how the walking bass is in the background but still heard.  The piano applies a good lead that keeps the music alive. 



