
Music curriculum map for KS3 (under development)
Green = style (closed thinking); Blue = genre (guided thinking); Yellow = traditions (open thinking) 

	7
	Autumn I
	Autumn II
	Spring I
	Spring II
	Summer

	Title:
	Understanding the conventions of the vocal tradition

 
	
	Understanding the conventions of music for multi media presentations
	Understanding the conventions of Indonesian Gamelan
	Informal learning?

Or enable pupils to follow interests?

??

	Context:
	Learning how music uses songs to develop a sense of community.
	
	Learning how music is used to create an atmosphere or mental image.
	Learning how music is used as a part of an inclusive community culture.
	

	Convention:
	Learn how vocal traditions use group, solo, a capella and accompanied voices, with call and response or verse and chorus structures to involve all participants
	
	Learn how media presentations create a distinct audio sound-world through use of various electronic sound sources, chord clusters and fragments of evocative sounds.
	Learn how Gamelan creates polyphonic, cyclic music based on the pentatonic and heptatonic scales, using tuned percussion.
	

	Element(s) Focus:
	Structure: call and response + block structures
	
	Timbre: electronic sound sources and manipulation through technology
Texture: blocks of sound with foreground and background
	Pitch: pentatonic scale patterns
Texture: layers with defined functions and relationships
	

	Skill(s) Focus:
	Singing (N.C. 2.1a) – basic vocal production revision and solo / part singing skills
	
	Composing (N.C. 2.1d) – creating impact by using chord clusters and fragments of sound sources in a collage of sound
	Ensemble Performing (N.C. 2.1c) – how to balance parts and ‘lock’ own part with others in ensemble
	Individual performing?

	Musicians or other subjects?
	Use school vocal group in Year 7 Assemblies to inspire / demonstrate
	
	Work with ICT department
	Workshops with external Gamelan tutor
	

	8
	Autumn I
	Autumn II
	Spring I
	Spring II
	Summer

	Title:
	Understanding the conventions of 12 Bar Blues
	Understanding the conventions of African and American Gospel Singing
	Understanding how  musical performers can enhance their communication with an audience
	GENRE HERE

??
Enable pupils to follow interests?
	Understanding the conventions of Latin American Dance Styles

	Context:
	Learning how music can be used to lift spirits, and how disparate cultures can influence each other’s music.
	Learning how music is used to convey religious beliefs.
	Learning how music is used to connect with an audience.
	
	Learning how music is used in carnivals and street dances.

	Convention:
	Learn how blues music uses triads I, IV and V in the 12 bar sequence, creating swung, homophonic music with solo improvisations to convey personal ideas and feelings
	Learn how gospel music uses lyrics, major chords and close harmony.
	Learn how technical performing skills can create exciting and expressive musical performances?
	
	Learn how flamenco, tango or samba music, suitable for dance, uses a range of major/minor chords, syncopation and polyrhythms and particular instruments

	Element(s) Focus:
	Pitch: blues scale related to chords

	Pitch / Texture: melody and close harmony
	
	
	Rhythm: syncopation, polyrhythms

	Skill(s) Focus:
	Improvising (N.C. 2.1e) – how to develop solo melodic line within constraints of core 12 bar conventions (harmonic and structural)
	Singing (N.C. 2.1a) – how to create style in vocal work, and close harmony skills
	Individual Performing?
	Composing?
	Ensemble Performing  (N.C. 2.1c) – how to follow leader’s cues, take solos and come in and out of the ensemble context

	Musicians or other subjects?
	
	Work with History / RE departments
	
	
	Work with Dance department

	9
	Autumn
	Spring I
	Spring II
	Summer 

	Title:
	Understanding the conventions of 1930s-1950s Jazz 

(music for individual expression)
	STYLE HERE

And / or informal learning unit??
	Understanding the conventions of Experimental Music 
	Understanding the conventions of 20th Century Pop Music (music for a culture)

	Context:
	Learning how music is used to express personal style and to allow the freedom of improvisation.
	
	Learning how music is used to its extremes, creating new rules and new uses of instruments.
	Learning how music is used to portray popular culture through iconic performers and fashions.

	Convention:
	Learn how jazz uses seventh chords, upper extensions, scatting, improvisation , walking bass and lead sheets as a guide.
	
	
	

	Element(s) Focus:
	Rhythm: syncopation and swung rhythms
Pitch: seventh and other ‘altered’ chords
	
	
	

	Skill(s) Focus:
	Improvising (N.C. 2.1e) – how to develop extended solos over advanced chord sequence using stylistic rhythms 
	Ensemble Performing?
	Composing?
	Singing (N.C. 2.1a) – solo singing styles within popular music

	Musicians or other subjects?
	Use visiting saxophone / percussion teachers to lead workshop at midpoint
	
	Work with Art Department
	Use Year 11 bands to demo / support


The head of department is new, and is looking to build on existing practice by creating a better sense of breadth and depth. Some units look good and will be retained; others have already been removed. Replacement units will need to establish a balance of styles, genres and traditions across the years (hence the questions and suggestions in Years 8 and 9 to complete the breadth). Specific N.C. skills are being tracked for depth – hence the focus on singing in each Year, with defined expectations. The focus on other skills will need to be built up in a similar way over time. Some units might enable pupils to lead learning or follow their own interests from within genres. There is currently a limited spread of music across time and place; and there is no identified use of musicians in Year 8 yet.
Could we use the ideas and support materials about audio recording software in the Practical Support Pack module called �HYPERLINK "http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/supportpack/module.aspx?t=2&s=12&y=42,43,44&p=&m=21546"��Space soundscape� ?








