
Time:








Age range:


Year 4





Suggested activities:


Introduction


Ask children if they know what a refugee is.


Then explain that they will be finding out about the Jewish festival of Sukkot and briefly explain what this is related to, with reference to Articles 22 and 27 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).


Discuss with your partner (or group): Why you think we are doing this?�(See Whystorm activity sheet on website.)


What questions would you like to find out?


In responding to the children’s ideas, look at pictures of the festival of Sukkot and discuss the festival and its origins with the children. Why do Jewish people make a Succah? What were they originally? How are they made today?	


Main teaching activity


Tell the story of the Israelites in the wilderness. Why could it be linked to Article 27 of the UNCRC? Are there any other Articles that were ignored in the story? Article 30.


Help the children to build a Succah in the classroom and decorate it with leaves and fruit.


Discuss how Jewish people might invite others to share a meal in their Succah, and explain why they do this. Ask the children to invite guests to their classroom Succah. 


Talk about times when they share meals with others.


Plenary


Relate the story to Harvest Festival celebrations, explaining how the time is one of giving thanks. Make the connection with children’s own experiences of giving thanks and sharing.


Help them to think about how the story has many modern day similarities.   


Collectively define what a refugee is, with help from a dictionary or other researched source.  





Related UNCRC Articles:


Articles 22, 27 and 30





Resources and preparation:


Pictures about the Jewish festival of Sukkot.


The story of the Israelites in the wilderness.


Resources to make a Succah, either in miniature or a large one at the front of the class – can be done outside as an alternative.





Aims:


To know about the main features of the Christian Harvest Festival and the Jewish festival of Sukkot.


To understand that these are festivals of thanksgiving to God and a time for sharing with those in need.�(Adapted for Year 4.)





Topic:  RE – What are Harvest Festivals? (Adapted from a Year R QCA unit)
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