



Age range:


Nursery/Reception





Suggested activities:


What's in the bag?


Explain to children that they are going to think about important things that children need in order to stay alive and grow up well. Invite a few ideas about what some of these things might be. Explain that they are going to play a game to help them to think about these things – there will not be time for everyone to have a turn with everything, but everyone will have a turn with something.


Have one object in the feely bag, and pass around to a few pupils. Invite them to describe what it feels like, and guess what it might be.


Take the object out of the bag and discuss what it is. What important thing does it make you think of? Is that important for all children?�Show corresponding photograph(s) and talk about different ways that children experience this right.�Add labels to photographs.�Repeat with other objects in the bag. For this age group, the basic survival needs of family (food, water and shelter/home) are usually sufficient.


Ask your children if they have all these things.�Do they think all children should have these things?�Explain that these important things that every child needs are called rights. Explain that they are a few of an important big list of things (the United Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)) that people have agreed that every child in the world should have.











Resources and preparation:


This is taken from UNICEF’s First steps to rights (2003) activities book.


Feely bag.


Small travel bag.


Set of rights labels and photographs 1 to 14 from the First steps to rights pack.


Objects to represent basic survival and development rights:


family group of small dolls


a food item, eg: a tin of beans


a tap (if you cannot find a tap, use a small bottle of water)


a small toy house of some kind, eg: from a train layout or model village


a toy (a ball is good because it is not gender biased and does not go out of fashion, but other toys could be used)


a stethoscope or other medical item – real or toy


an exercise book or reading book and a pencil.


Objects to represent wants:


sweets


TV magazine


computer game/CD.
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