

	Who supplied the poison? 
Was the poison a form of drug?
	By banishing Romeo from Verona, he was taken away from his parents. 
Was this right?
	Juliet was told to marry Paris.  
Did she have a choice?

	Romeo, Tybalt, Mercutio and Benvolio were only about 15-years-old.
What does Article 38 say?
	If the prince was in charge, then why could he not stop the fighting?
	By challenging someone to a duel, Tybalt was threatening their life.  
Did he have the right to take their life?

	Was Nurse supposed to be responsible for Juliet?  
	With the ancient feud, what kind of example did the Montagues and Capulets set their children?
	Was the prince right to punish Romeo?  
All he did was to defend himself.


Time:


4 hours





Age range:


Year 6





Suggested activities:


Brainstorm with the children the different characters from Romeo and Juliet – what do we know about them? What part did they play in the story? Give each group a different character and ask them to briefly outline the character’s role in the story and their different relationships – use of mindmapping.


Share the question with the children – who was to blame for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet?


In groups, with each group taking on a different character, ask the children to prepare an argument blaming one of the other characters. How can they substantiate their argument? If necessary, provide children with the different prompt cards so that they are aware of the different arguments they might use. In addition, give each group guidance as to why they might receive the blame from the other characters.


Following the group preparation, conduct a class debate (speaking and listening focus – formal language). Each group to apportion blame to another group. Can we agree who was to blame?


Children to write their own diary entry, in the role of their chosen character, following the funerals of Romeo and Juliet – how do they feel? How did they feel when she was buried? What responsibility do they feel? Who else do they think was responsible?


Discover a secret diary entry from an anonymous character blaming Juliet for the death of Romeo. Who might have written such a letter? What clues are there in the letter that suggest it was a specific character? What do the children feel about blaming Juliet? Was she responsible? Generate arguments for and against (again with a focus on formal language). 


Romeo and Juliet were responsible for their own deaths. Discuss. 


Again, generate arguments for and against. Children to write a discussion text, concluding with their own opinion. 


Further ideas:


The idea of a courtroom could be used to put one of the characters on trial. The class then could be divided into the jury, the prosecutor, defence, judge, etc, as a further development of the speaking and listening elements.








Related UNCRC Articles:


Children choose their own articles to support their argument.





Resources and preparation:


This forms part of the unit of work on Romeo and Juliet and the children need a good understanding of the plot and the characters.








Aims:


To develop a better understanding of the articles in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).


To be able to relate the Articles to different contexts, knowing how they apply in different situations.





Topic:  Romeo and Juliet – who was responsible for their deaths?
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