Hampshire RRR Primary Curriculum File 







Tudors – The Reformation and RRR





Learning Objectives:


To understand the events that led to England’s religious break with Rome and the consequences of this.


To understand points of views of characters in history and the reasons for their actions


To identify and discuss the rights and responsibilities of the characters involved in the break from Rome.


To recognise the importance of rights in today’s society.

















RESOURCES AND PREPARATION:


Lesson plan and drama script from Primary resources/ Tudors/ The reformation


http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/history/docs/The_Reformation.doc





RELATED ARTICLES:  12, 14, 15, 6, 








Lesson 1 (2 hours)   Introduction:  Set the scene and explain that in this lesson the children will learn about the extreme lengths Henry VIII went to ensure he had a son who would be an heir to the throne.  State that his desperation for a son led to the break with Rome and the destruction of the monasteries in England.  Explain that by the end of the unit you will be asking them if they think Henry made the right decision to break with Rome. 





Use the drama script to enact the break with Rome.


Key questions to ask during the re-enactment:


Did Martin Luther have the right to express his views? (Art. 12)  How important do you think this right is?  Did Henry and his Catholic followers behave in the right way?  Why?  ( Did they show respect for the Protestants and their views?)


Was Henry right to divorce Catherine?  What else could he have done?  How do you think Catherine felt?


(After section on Wolsey)  What do you think of the way Henry has behaved so far?  Do you think he shows respect for people?  Do you think people respect him?





Plenary:  Recap the events from the point of Henry’s divorce.  Do you think Henry make the right decisions?  How many lives did Henry affect?  Could anyone stop him?  Could the queen today make decisions like Henry VIII did?  Why?  Do you think people’s rights are important?  Why?  Refer to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Are they important rights?  Should everyone have these rights?


 Discuss how citizen’s rights have changed over time since the Tudor period.





Lesson 2:  (Ideas taken from lesson 2 of The reformation – Primary resources)


Recap last lesson and with the children generate a list of all the characters involved in the break with Rome and the dissolution of the monasteries.  


Put ch into groups and allocate them a character.  Encourage them to get into role and to list in bullet points on paper the answers to these questions – Who were they?  What did they want? Why?  Where did they fit into Henry’s plan?  Why?  What did they have to do?  Why?  What happened to them?  Why?  


Groups to share their characters with the class, including how they feel about what has happened to them.


Debate/ discussion (in role)  The group acting as Henry VIII put forward their reasons why Henry thought he was right to act as he did.  Other groups respond to Henry’s reasons and put forward their point of view/ argument against/ for the way they were treated by Henry. 


Plenary:  Does finding out more about the characters and understanding their role change your opinions about them?  Discuss as a class. Has anyone changed their mind about any of the characters involved?  Why is it important to look at different characters and reasons for their actions in history?  How were people’s rights affected by Henry’s decisions? 








Background/ Further ideas:  The children had been using the vocabulary of RRR although we were still at the very early stages.  They had been introduced to the Convention and knew about some of their basic rights. I wanted to experiment with how the language and understanding of RRR could be incorporated into the curriculum so I used existing lesson plans and added an RRR angle by integrating RRR questions.   In PSHE and a recent assembly we had been talking about citizenship and how we could be good citizens.  Lesson 2 gave the children the opportunity to think about the break with Rome from other characters views and led to lots of discussion about respecting others.  The children impressed me with their final piece of work on whether Henry was a good citizen and they certainly came up with lots of reasons why we should value our rights as a child and adult.  I have included a few extracts at the end of the plan for interest.  This proved an effective and new way of promoting the discussion of rights within the classroom – a step on from just discussing them within assemblies and PSHE.  Our literacy work followed on from this – persuasive letters from Catherine to Henry asking for him to reconsider divorce.  Alternatively the final task could have been used in literacy for writing an argument. 





AGE RANGE :


Year 4 - 6








TIME


3 lessons (3-4 hours)





Lesson 3 – Was Henry VIII a good king and citizen?


Introduction:  Brainstorm the word citizen and what makes a good citizen.  (If children are familiar with RRR the language of RRR with probably come up naturally in this discussion)


Pose the question ‘Was Henry a good citizen?’ and discuss children’s ideas.


Ask ch to answer the question and justify their opinions.


Plenary:  Allow ch to share their responses.  How important are rights to us? Did people in Tudor times have rights?  Why not?  Does knowing about our rights make us better citizens?  Would life have been better for people in Tudor times if they had had rights?  If we want rights how must we behave? (Responsibly and respectfully)





Extracts of children’s work (Yr4):





‘In my opinion Henry VIII was a bad citizen because Henry had no right to chuck Martin Luther’s book about the protestant view in the fire.  Henry didn’t realise that people have a right to express their views.  Secondly he threw the monks and nuns onto the street and they had a right to shelter and a place to live.  Even though they had respect for him, he didn’t have any respect for them.  Last of all Henry beheaded people when they had a right to survive.’





‘I believe Henry VIII was a good king in Tudor times but a bad citizen in our eyes because he didn’t care about people’s rights.’





‘Henry VIII was rude to people and showed no respect.  If you don’t respect people they won’t respect you.’





‘I believe Henry was a bad King because he killed people for no reason and even beheaded 2 of his wives.’





‘He took gold from the churches and he had no right to take gold from the churches.  He had no right to take monk’s homes away.  He was not a good king as he did not respect citizen or his wives.  Kings should respect people.’





‘I believe Henry was a good citizen and a bad citizen.  He did a lot of stuff to protect his country but he also did a lot of bad stuff as well.’





‘In my opinion Henry was a good citizen in Tudor times but not today.  In Tudor times people did not have rights like we do now.  Only the rich people like the King had rights in Tudor times but today everyone has rights.’
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