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Pelican Crossings
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In Hampshire as elsewhere, the volume of traffic continues to grow and it has become increasingly important to provide a safe environment for pedestrians.

In 1969, the first Pelican crossing was installed in the United Kingdom.  These signalised crossings operate by pedestrians using push buttons to put in a demand.  Detectors monitor the traffic flow and allow the demand to change signals to red for traffic, either when there is a safe gap in the traffic or after a preset period.  The red man signal to pedestrians then changes to green for a period of time, pre-set according to the length of the crossing. A flashing green man period follows when vehicles must give way to pedestrians on the crossing and pedestrians should not start to cross.  This period allows pedestrians on the crossing sufficient time to reach the other side in safety.  

Puffin Crossings
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To cope with increasing volumes of traffic, pedestrian crossings continued to evolve and in 1993 the first Puffin (Pedestrian User Friendly INtelligent) crossing was installed by Hampshire County Council.

Puffins differ from Pelicans in three main features; the pedestrian signals are located at the kerbside, pedestrian detection is a part of the crossing function and they do not have flashing amber to vehicles and flashing green to pedestrians.
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As with Pelicans, Puffin crossings are activated by pedestrians pressing the push button, and the pedestrian stage appears when a safe gap appears in the traffic or after a pre-set time.  Pedestrian detection at the pavement may be used to confirm that there is a pedestrian waiting to cross  If the pedestrian then leaves the kerbside zone before the traffic is stopped, the call for the pedestrian stage is cancelled.  This prevents drivers being stopped at the crossing for no apparent reason and the subsequent frustrations that this causes.

After the green signal to pedestrians is extinguished, the red man symbol appears informing pedestrians not to start crossing.  However, the pedestrian period continues for those already crossing the carriageway and is extended by on-crossing detection until all pedestrians have reached the kerb.
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