Supporting People in Hampshire 

Memorandum of Understanding between Administering Authority and Commissioning Body 

1 Introduction

1.1 Hampshire County Council is the “Administering Authority” for the Supporting People (“SP”) programme in Hampshire, for the purposes of S.93 Local Government Act 2000. Being an “excellent authority” for the purposes of Pargraph 1(2) of the SP (England) Directions 2005, the Council is not required to establish a commissioning body in accordance with the Directions. However, in the interests of effective partnership working, the Council has agreed to establish a commissioning body on the terms set out in this memorandum of understanding.


2 Functions of the Commissioning Body


The functions of the Commissioning Body are:

2.1 To agree a Strategy for the delivery of SP services in Hampshire over a period of five years(“Strategy”), and an Annual Plan (“Plan”), having regard to any relevant guidance, directions or grant conditions issued by the Secretary of State, and any advice given by the Administering Authority.

2.2 To review the operation of the Strategy and Plan, and to agree any changes considered necessary, having regard to any relevant guidance, directions or grant conditions issued by the Secretary of State, and any advice given by the Administering Authority.

2.3 To hold the Administering Authority to account for the delivery of the SP programme in accordance with the Strategy and Plan.


2.4 To give advice to the Administering Authority on the exercise of its functions.

3 Functions of the Administering Authority


The functions of the Administering Authority are:


3.1 To assist the Commissioning Body in preparing the Strategy and Plan.

3.2 In the exercise of its functions under S.93 Local Government Act 2000, to administer the SP grant in accordance with the Strategy and Plan by commissioning appropriate services from independent service providers.

3.3 To provide the Commissioning Body with such information as is reasonably requested as to performance in delivering the SP programme in accordance with the Strategy and Plan.


3.4 Designate an officer of the Administering Authority to fulfil the role of Secretary to the Commissioning Body, by arranging and minuting meetings.



4 Meetings and Membership of Commissioning Body

4.1 Meetings of the Commissioning Body shall take place quarterly. 

4.2 At its first meeting in each financial year, the Commissioning Body shall appoint one of its members to be Chair, and one to be Vice-Chair, provided that neither office can be held by the Accountable Officer or any member representing the Administering Authority.

4.3 The Commissioning Body shall comprise 15 members, made up as follows: one representative appointed by each district council in Hampshire; one representative of Hampshire Probation Board; two representatives appointed by the Strategic Health Authority and primary care trusts in Hampshire; one representative appointed by the Administering Authority. Appointments, and any subsequent changes in appointment, shall be confirmed to the Secretary in writing or by email. 

4.4 Where a member is unable to attend a meeting of the Commissioning Body, they may nominate a deputy to attend, speak and vote in their place, provided they notify the Secretary in writing or by email, prior to the meeting. 


5 Decision making by the Commissioning Body

5.1 Each member of the Commissioning Body has one vote. Decisions shall be made by unanimous vote.

5.2 Where the Commissioning Body fails to reach agreement on any matter including the Strategy or Plan, or any changes thereto, the matter shall be referred to the Administering Authority to be determined.

6 Decision making by the Administering Authority


6.1 Decisions to be made by the Administering Authority in the discharge of its functions shall be made in accordance with the scheme of delegation of power set out in the Administering Authority’s Constitution. Major strategic decisions will be made by the Executive Member, Social Care, and other decisions made by the Director of Adult Services or other officer duly nominated by her for the purpose.


7 Legal and Financial Compliance

7.1 It is recognised by both the Administering Authority and Commissioning Body that compliance with the law, including compliance with any directions, guidance, or grant conditions issued by the Secretary of State, and the sound management of public funds within budget, is of fundamental importance. For this reason, it is agreed that any decision of the Commissioning Body, including any decision in the course of agreeing the Strategy and Plan, which the Administering Authority advises the Commissioning Body would, if acted upon,  (1) cause it to be in breach of its legal responsibilities, or (2) expose it to a level of risk which the Administering Authority regards as unacceptable, or (3) not be consistent with the sound management of public funds, the decision in question shall be of no effect. Should this situation arise, the Administering Authority shall consider with the Commissioning Body whether there may be any more acceptable way of addressing its particular concern.



This Memorandum of Understanding was:


 Agreed by the Commissioning Body by resolution at a meeting on the 10 February 2006 and 


Adopted by the Executive Member, Social Care, on behalf of the Administering Authority, on the 
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