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Suggested activities:


A whystorm is an opportunity to allow the children to brainstorm or mindmap why they are working towards a particular objective or learning outcome. When pupil-initiated learning has been put into practice the children should be able to draw on their initial contributions to how the unit of work was planned. Within the units there is, however, still a need for continuous direction where it is vital to ensure that children know why they are doing what the teacher is about to ask them to do.


Often teachers refer to the why we are learning aspect in terms of the overall unit in which the particular lesson sits, or how it will aid the development of a certain skill. The whystorm hands this aspect to the pupils as an explicit part of day-to-day lesson introductions or starter activities. It does not need a great deal of time for the children to discuss and feedback how the learning intention fits into an overall picture, but led from the pupils themselves this is a very powerful and easy way to help direct learners towards an agreed goal. 


Two minutes is all that is needed to establish the context of the lesson objective and not only relate this to an overall unit of work or project but also, importantly, to the global dimension or wider-world skills that can be associated with it.


There are many opportunities to extend the responses or feedback the why from the teacher’s perspective, but every time this is part of a lesson the children are able to help initiate and identify learning for themselves, in accordance with Articles 3, 12 and 13 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).


The vocabulary of this, and these Articles, should be taught as this will help children to develop their learning as part of a global perspective.








Related UNCRC Articles:


Potentially all Articles, directly 3,12 and13





Resources and preparation:


Flip chart or interactive whiteboard�or


A3 paper, marker pens.��Set out materials for children to work in groups, or deliver to whole class with teacher as scribe.





Aims:


To encourage pupils to take responsibility for their learning by providing opportunities for them to describe their response to learning intentions or targets.��AFL checklist: � HYPERLINK "http://www.QCA.org.uk" ��www.QCA.org.uk�





Topic:  Whystorm
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“You could always begin by listening to us.”
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Romeo and Juliet – who was responsible for their deaths?         Error! Reference source not found. 
 HIAS RRR website: Primary curriculum file: Activities to introduce the convention 
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