UNCRC CARD SORT
Purpose

· To allow students to become familiar with the 42 key Articles of the UNCRC

· To allow students to engage with and clarify the language of the UNCRC

· To act as a tool for allowing students to understand that the UNCRC may be summarised as a series of rights that protect children’s rights of survival, protection, participation and development

· To act as a launch pad for discussion of key concepts emerging from the UNCRC. These concepts are:

1. that they know what the Articles of the UNCRC are, and what they mean
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that they understand the history of the UNCRC, and its emergence from the UN Declaration of Human Rights following World War II (1948)

3. that they understand that rights inevitably conflict sometimes, but that living by the UNCRC offers a means of resolving conflict

4. that they understand RRR (rights, responsibility and respect) and can see that having rights also means accepting responsibility and respect towards others

5. that they know that the rights, in summary, are about survival, development, protection or participation

6. that they realise that the UNCRC offers a global moral language

7. that the rights are legally theirs from birth

8. that rights are for life

9. that rights issues are the same, whether  local, regional, national or international

10. that they have had opportunities, in a supported environment, to  feel what it might be like to have their rights abused, and thus to empathise for others in this situation worldwide

Activity

Following some teaching on the roots of human rights and the emergence of the UNCRC (1990) from the UN Declaration on Human Rights (1947)

· Divide students into groups of 4 – 6.

· Issue a pack containing the 42 Articles and the header cards, SURIVAL, PROTECTION, PARTICIPATION and DEVELOPMENT

· Invite students to share the Articles between them, and to take turns reading them out, discussing their meanings and allocating each card to its most appropriate header

· It is perfectly valid for students to disagree about location. It is equally valid for them to locate cards between one or more header, or to place Articles in the middle, pertaining to all 4 headers.
Follow up questions

Work around the group taking oral feedback.

· Which cards were placed on SURVIVAL? Why? (Repeat for PROTECTION, PARTICIPATION and DEVELOPMENT).

· Did any cards belong to more than one pile? Why?

· Did any cards belong to every pile? Why?

· What is the story about the UNCRC told by this activity? (That, in essence, the UNCRC sets out children’s rights to survive and be protected, and from there, to move on to take part and develop).

· Will there be a difference between wealthy and poor countries in their priorities with the header cards? (Wealthy countries tend to take survival and protection for granted more, whilst poorer countries tend to focus on these at the expense of participation and development).

· Do rights come into conflict? (Yes, e.g. in a classroom a child might wish to speak out (Article 12), but this might disrupt others’ right to learn (Article 29) and a teacher’s right to teach).

· Does the conflict of rights make the UNCRC invalid? No, as the convention offers a means of resolving conflict if people understand that having one’s own rights implies taking responsibility for others’ and respecting difference (RRR). “Treat others the way you would like to be treated yourself”.
· Do the rights stop at 18? No, they are followed by the UNDHR.
· What if adults disagree with children having rights? This is a legal requirement.

· Can the UNCRC help to unite groups, communities, countries and nations? Yes, it provides a “common, moral language” which can be adopted by all people, regardless of background, ability, race, faith or nationality.

· Do adults have a responsibility for children’s rights? Yes, both parents and governments are required to promote and protect the UNCRC.
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