
Time:


As required





Age range:


KS2





Suggested activities:


Picture reading – some questions to ask


What do you think is happening in this picture?


How does the girl differ from the boy in this picture (eg: bigger, defiant, protective, smaller, frightened, cowering)?


Try standing the way the girl is standing. Is this a weak stance, or an assertive one? How does the pattern of her stance differ from that of the boy’s?


Because the girl appears defiant, does that mean she is not frightened?


What clothes are they wearing? Why has the artist chosen such clothes, do you think?


Both hands on the left of the picture are large in comparison – why? Why is the apparently aggressive hand open?


Whose hand does the other belong to? (A mother, father, outsider? Is it the Convention? Could it be the other kinder hand of the aggressor, wrestling with himself? Violence can lead to deep, inner regret later.)


Look at the use of colour. Does red signify anger/danger? Is the blueness of the hand intended to suggest coldness of emotion? What about the swirl of white/blue light, does this add anything to the tension and conflict in the picture? Along with the girl’s eyes and the more detailed humanity of the children, it is what draws the eye to them first – the outstretched arm remains anonymous – a symbol of all inhuman violence.


Suggested responses


Pupils may want to share times when they have:


felt threatened by violence


stood against violence


committed some violence.


Through paint, mime or storytelling pupils could create a situation of tension in some context, and then move to an outcome. Creative movement with percussive rhythm could be powerful in this process.


Other pupils can interrogate these roles of persecutor, victim and rescuer (if there is one). How can the situation be resolved?


How will the aggressive hand change its position in a peaceful resolution?


Pupils could form triangles of victim, persecutor and rescuer based around scenarios from home and school. They argue their standpoint, then after a minute or two they move round one and adopt a different role.


Masks or puppets might be used to develop the scenarios – each one 	signifying aggression, fear and so on.





Related UNCRC Articles:


1, 2, 3, 4 and 19





Resources and preparation:


Visible copy/copies of the illustration for Article 19 – No-one on Earth has the right to hurt us … , by Claudio Munoz, from UNICEF’s For every child (Red Fox, ISBN: 978-0099408659, 2002).





Aims:


To enhance visual literacy.


To explore issues of child protection.





Topic:  Using an illustration to introduce protection from violence, cruelty and abuse
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