
Time:


45 minutes to 1 hour





Age range:


KS2





Suggested activities:


Project the image onto a large screen. Decide when to show the caption from UNICEF’s For every child: “In times of war do not make us part of any battle, but shelter us and protect us all from harm.”


Ask the class what they can see. What do they think is going on? Collect their responses.


Ask one member of the audience to go into role as an actor and step into the image. They are to stand in front of the image and take on the shape (and, if possible, the expression) of one of the characters in the picture.


Ask the audience to go into role as directors and direct the actor into the correct physical shape of the image. Repeat this process until you have all the characters in the picture represented by actors.


Ask the directors if they are happy with their image – ensure that the actors are focusing in the correct direction of the characters’ gaze.


Return to the original picture and use the group to model thought tracking – here the teacher enters the picture to ask the characters, one at a time, to speak aloud their thoughts. Ask questions gently such as “how are you feeling?”, “what are you thinking?” and “why has this happened to you?”.


In groups of five or six, get the audience all into role as actors and repeat this image.


In the same groups, now construct the narrative sequence of three still images:


an image of family life before the incident that causes the final image


the incident that leads to the final image


the final image which they have already constructed.


Rehearse and perform – ask groups to show their work. (Number the actors so that they speak in order and not all at once.)


Emphasise that there is a story behind images of conflict and disaster. There are always causes (usually with an international dimension). People who appear as victims now have always wanted to live peacefully and normally and will aim to again, if they can.


(With thanks to Gaynor Davies, HIAS County Inspector/Adviser for Drama.)


Further ideas


Use teacher in role as one of the original characters depicted and children as news reporters. What questions do they need to ask? What are their responsibilities as reporters? How would they report the story for The Sun, The Independent, the BBC Evening News and Newsround?


Collect other images from newspapers concerning current hot spots. What do the children make of these in the light of this lesson? Are there any they would take further in drama, diaries, letters and so on?


Use other images (such as ones in UNICEF’s For every child) as starting points for other Articles.





Related UNCRC Articles:


1, 2, 3, 4 and 38





Resources and preparation:


Colour OHT/scan of Shirley Hughes’s illustration for Article 38 from UNICEF’s For every child                              (ISBN: 978-0099408659, 2002).


Note: this activity can also be used with the Violence and protection: conflict and peace section of the HIAS RRR website: www3.hants.gov.uk/education/childrensrights/primarycurriculumfile/rrr-topics/violence-protection-conflict-peace .





Aims:


To help develop visual literacy and empathy.


To introduce an Article in an engaging way.





Topic:  Using drama to introduce an Article
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