



Text slips (quotes from A family that fights)
	1
	Claire, Joe and Henry live in a family that goes to movies, bakes cookies, plays games and builds snowmen.

	2
	Claire is six and she is quiet. She plays a lot by herself. She loves her doll’s house.

	3
	Henry is the bigger boy, he is eight. Sometimes he pretends there is nothing wrong with his family. But mostly he worries.

	4
	The worst time of the day is when Dad comes home. Henry can tell that his Mum gets real nervous.

	5
	One time Joe ran up to Dad and screamed, “You stop hurting her!”.

	6
	When the fight is over, Dad usually leaves the house. Mum takes Claire to her room and tucks her in. Then she comes back to hold Joe and rock him to sleep.

	7
	Now Henry doesn’t draw in class anymore, but he stares out the window a lot and makes up pictures in his head.

	8
	But Dad can be fun lots of times. When the games are finished Dad makes a big pot of hot cocoa.


Time:


As required





Age range:


Year 2/Year 3, with assistance


Year 4/Year 5/Year 6


With assis





Suggested activities:


It would be useful to number groups of three pupils so that groups 1 to 3 can have different pictures from each other. Similarly groups 4 to 6, and so on. Thus when groups combine they have a variety of images.


Explain that the pupils are going to find out about a boy name Henry and his family – a younger brother and sister, plus mum and dad. First of all each group of three is handed a picture to give an idea of what the family is like. Give out one picture from dolls, lego and schoolroom to each group. Ask for feedback on what that tells them about the family.


Now give half the groups a copy of snowman, and half a copy of cocoa mugs. What do these tell them about the family (eg: they have happy times together)?


Next give one picture from grip arm, hold face and rocking chair to each group. What impression do these give?


Ask the groups to combine and work together with their pictures (so groups 1 to 3 make a new group of nine, similarly groups 4 to 6, etc).


Give them a few minutes to lay out their pictures, to look at the ones they have not seen before, and to recount the impressions they have so far.


Now distribute the text slips (see the next page) to each large group (or select your own) and ask them to read and match these to a picture. Once that is finished, what do we think about the family now?


Now what do the children think the story is about? Ask them to leave the pictures and come together to hear the whole story. What are some of the things Henry and the other children could do? Emphasise that the family is often normal and that in any case – it is not the children’s fault!


Suggested responses


Let pupils return to the illustrations to devise captions and/or special bubbles which reveal hopes, fears, motives, appearance and reality.


Use suggestions from � HYPERLINK "http://www.thehideout.org.uk" ��www.thehideout.org.uk� to agree good advice for Henry, Joe and Claire – including feelings boxes, healthy and unhealthy ways of dealing with feelings, making safety plans and talking to trusted adults (and parents themselves where possible, during calmer times).








Related UNCRC Articles:


1, 2, 3, 4 and 19





Resources and preparation:


A family that fights, by Sharon Chester Bernstein and Abby Levine and illustrated by Karen Ritz (Albert Whitman & Company, ISBN: 978-0807522486, 1991).


Copies of the text slips of quotes from        A family that fights (see next page).


Black and white photocopies of illustrations from A family that fights: snowman, dolls, lego, schoolroom, cocoa mugs, grip arm, hold face, rocking chair and slips.








Teaching idea:


Violence between parents – children who witness abuse at home are themselves being abused.





Topic:  Violence at home
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