
Time:


1 hour





Age range:


Year 2/KS2





Suggested activities:


Distribute a set of cards to each group and ask them to imagine that they will be starting a new life on a deserted island. “What will be needed for all to thrive and grow in this new place?”


Tell them that the cards represent things they can take with them, but that only 12 cards can be chosen by the group. Allow 5 to 10 minutes for the groups to agree on their list. They can use blank cards to add in anything they feel is not covered in the pictures.


Compare results briefly and elicit some of the thinking behind the decisions.


Now explain that they have to leave soon, but there is only room for nine cards!


Ask them to narrow down their list and (optionally) rank their�nine selections in a diamond according to what they see as�the most important – from the top and then downwards.





When finished ask each group to name their first-rank selection. Take views on why similarities and differences occur between groups. What were some of the differences within groups?�Are their final nine all needs, rather than wants?


Explain that Britain and all but two of the countries of the world have signed up to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). This Convention states that their basic needs (and the needs of all children) should be provided by governments and adults. The people who had to decide on what would go in the Convention had to do the same kind of activities and discussions as the children have just done.


Take a look at the list of Articles in the Convention.


How many of each group’s selections are mentioned in the Convention?�Are there others which they find important or surprising?





Related UNCRC Articles:


Most





Resources and preparation:


Sets of Wants and needs cards.


Abridged copies of UNCRC appropriate to reading level and purpose.


(Time for Rights (Save the Children Fund (SCF)/UNICEF) provides a fuller version of how the cards can be used.)





Aims:


To help learners distinguish between essential needs and additional wants.


To introduce the Convention in the light of this distinction.





Topic:  Wants and universal needs
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